HUMAJS5440 Contemporary Chinese Fiction

Fall 2024

Instructor: Liu Jianmei
Office hours: by appointment
Email: <hmjmliu@ust.hk>

Course Description

This class will be a close reading of Western and contemporary Chinese literary
masterpieces as well as cultivating students’ ability in innovative fictional writing. The
goal for this class is to get familiar with selective Western and Chinese masterpieces and
learn how to write a short story or a long essay on your own in addition to writing a
critical essay. It will be designed as a PG creative writing course, not only exploring
styles, structures, and narratives of novels, but also involving students in the form of
seminar discussions and in-class writing. Unlike the traditional literary courses that focus
on lectures and literary theories, this class encourages students to read, appreciate, and
critique Western and Chinese novels, and engage in innovative writing of fiction and
essay.

Grading

Attendance, Participation, Discussion 10%
Pop quizzes on readings 20%
In-class writing practice and presentations 20%
Critical essay 25%
Final short novel 25%

Class Requirements:

Attendance and in-class participation are weighed heavily in this course. Students are
strexpected to complete the reading assignment PRIOR to coming to class and be ready
to discuss and engage in class. If no participation effort is made in class, attendance alone
cannot guarantee a high mark for this portion of your grade.

Class participation is expected since talking with fellow students is the best way to
learn. So earn your good grade the fun way—start and keep talking in class! Don’t be
afraid to make mistakes, but you do need to show that you are familiar with the readings
and that you have seriously thought about the texts. Be prepared and read before class.
Pop quizzes will be given from time to time in class without prior notice. The quiz
usually consists of 4-5 questions only and would not take more than 15 minutes to
complete.

In-class writing practice is required either on papers or on your own computer, but you
are also allowed to continue to write or revise after the class. We will also share some of
your writings in the class with other classmates.



Individual and group presentations are required in the class.

A critical essay is required at the end of the semester. You can choose your own topic
about a literary criticism of a writer and his/her novels.

Final short novel must be an innovative creative writing piece, which can demonstrate
your writing skills in terms of language, structure, style, and narratology.

Class Rules:

NO plagiarism!!! — This is taken VERY seriously. Violations will result
in a ZERO on your grade.

No use of mobile phone — i.e. no talking, texting, emailing, or web
browsing on your mobile phone. Please put your phone on silent mode in
class. If constant usage is found or a message/ring tone is heard, your
phone will be taken away until the class ends.

Listening etiquette — please listen carefully while someone is talking.

Speaking etiquette — please allow others to finish their sentence before
you offer yours.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOS)

1. Enhancing students’ creative writing skills;

2. Gaining an overview of contemporary Chinese novels and recent critical interest;
3. Mastering some fundamental concepts in literary and cultural studies;

4. Learning how to read both Western and Chinese literary classics;

5. Improving students’ ability of writing a literary critical essay.
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