HUMA 3220

Modern Chinese Poetry [C] [PU] IREMRFEESTR . Bh. EEHEAE
Spring 2026

Professor Shengqing Wu % 2%
Division of Humanities, HKUST

Office: Room 2380, Academic Bldg; Office phone: (852) 2358-8981
E-mail: hmswu@ust.hk ; Office hours: 3:30pm-6:00pm, Thursday & by appointment

Time and Classroom
Thursday: 12:00pm to 1:50pm & 1:50pm-2:50pm
Room:

Course Description:

The course will introduce students to the history of modern Chinese poetry from the early
twentieth century to the contemporary era. Major poets and aesthetic developments will be
the focus of the class. In addition to developing their abilities in aesthetic appreciation,
students will have opportunities to learn from invited poets and translators in person. They
will have hands-on experience in writing and translating poetry, and engaging in creative
multimedia poetry projects. AaffE R T ACHEREFF R MR, BEEEAET
i BUARER AR S, e b Al AT B H RE ), SRR RIS RRE,  SEm
ey BEE. BIERES, JBROCE. BMRZERMANHEANER. PO0ER.

Course Intended Learning Qutcomes (ILOs):

Course ILOs
1 Comprehend the representative poetic works written in modern and
contemporary times.
2 Gain critical thinking abilities and writing skills;
3 Understand the major literary terms, schools, and aesthetic concepts;
4 Integrate poetry and poetics into everyday life practices.

Weekly Organization and Readings
The required and suggested readings are accessible through Canvas. Lectures and
discussions will be held in alternating sessions.

Assessments:

Attendance, short assignments, and discussions: 25% +5% (5% for excellent in-class
participation)

One in-class exam: 20%

One group project: 10%


mailto:hmswu@ust.hk

Final Assignment: 40%

Course Requirements:
All students must attend classes regularly and finish readings before class.

1. One in-class closed-book examination: 1) short questions; 2) writing one short
poem; 3) one or two essay questions (500-800 Chinese characters);
2. Weekly in-class short assignments;
3. Group project of one creative project;
4. Final assignment (topics will be announced later). Due on Canvas @5:00 pm on
May 25 (Monday), 2026.
Course Al Policy

ChatGPT, DeepSeck, 7. £, and other Al tools are NOT permitted for in-class

discussions, weekly in-class short assignments, or the midterm examination. However,
they are permitted for group projects and final assignments.

Mapping of Course ILOs to Assessment Tasks

Assessed Task Mapped ILOs Explanation

These tasks assess students’ ability
Attendance, in-class short to comprehend and explain the text
assignments; (ILO 1), express themselves (ILO 2),

ILO1, ILOZ, ILO3.

in-class discussions; and critically analyse poems within
in-class midterm the context of literary history (ILO
3).
The group project assesses students’
Group project 1LO2. ILO4 ability to write critically (ILO 2) and

incorporate poetic language into
their daily life (ILO 4).

Final paper/assignment ILO1, ILOZ, ILO3. ILO4

The final paper assesses students’
ability to think and write critically
(ILO 1, 2,3), and apply their ideas to
everyday situations (ILO 4).

Final Grade Descriptors:

Grades | Short Description Elaboration on subject grading description

A

Demonstrates a comprehensive grasp of subject matter and
significant creativity in thinking, critical analysis, and writing.
Exhibits a high capacity for scholarship and collaboration,
going beyond core requirements to achieve learning goals.

Excellent Performance

2




Shows good knowledge and understanding of the main subject
matter and the ability to analyze and evaluate poems. Displays
high motivation to learn and the ability to work effectively with
others.

B Good Performance

Possesses adequate knowledge of core subject matter and
some capacity for analysis and critical thinking. Shows
persistence and effort to achieve broadly defined learning
goals.

C Satisfactory Performance

Has threshold knowledge of core subject matter and the ability
D Marginal Pass to make basic judgments. Benefits from the course and has the
potential to develop in the discipline.

Demonstrates insufficient understanding of the subject matter
and lacks the necessary problem-solving skills. Shows limited
ability to think critically or analytically and exhibits minimal
effort towards achieving learning goals. Does not meet the
threshold requirements for practice or development in the
discipline.

F Fail

Schedule (subject to changes):

Week 1.
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Week 2.
2/12 HGEHaral A BELAEAE . SAE F 5%
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WEEK 3 Spring festival

Week 4.
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Week 5.
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Week 6.
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Week 9. 5. 5. Mt
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Week 10.
4/9. film screening and in-class examination

Week 11.  5Fik. HEAE. G
4/15. FT LR G ORI BEAN )RR
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Week 12.

4/23 ARG BREEL T

4/30 F LT (a2 53K Stephen Owen: “The Anxiety of Global

Influence: What is World Poetry.” New Public (Nov. 19, 1990): 28-32;

Eliot Weinberger: selections from Nineteen Ways of Looking at Wang Wei: How a
Chinese Poem is Translated (Moyer Bell Limited, 1987);

Week 13. 755, BRI E 1
4/30 PRAEHER . HE e PRI R SEAE A B/ Group project discussions

Week 14.
5/7. Group project presentation (two sections)

Final assignment: due 5:00 pm on May 25 (Monday), 2026.



