HUMA2240 EE#LE (4185 ) #E (13 Weeks )

Instructor:  Liu Jianmei, Professor of Division of Humanities
Office hours: by appointment
Email: <hmjmliu@ust.hk> or liu_jianmei@yahoo.com

Course Description

This class will introduce our students to one of the most important masterpieces of Chinese
literature, Dream of the Red Chamber. In the present increasingly global and materialistic
world, where people are often preoccupied with instrumental rationality, it is crucial to
focus on human values and emotions, which lie at the heart of literature. By delving into
Dream of the Red Chamber, this course aims to usher students to the enchanting realm of
Chinese fiction while shedding light on the intricate complexities of human nature as
depicted in this renowned novel. To gain a comprehensive understanding of the
philosophical themes, aesthetic spirit, narratology, and cultural connotations of Dream of
the Red Chamber, please review the required videos and finish reading the chapters of the
novel before the class. These videos are based on the scholarly works of renowned writer
and critic Liu Zaifu, who has extensively studied this literary masterpiece. This blended
course will provide online access to the videos, allowing students to watch them at their
own pace. Additionally, Professor Liu Jianmei will conduct face-to-face activities, comprising
50% of the teaching/learning hours, following a traditional lecture-based format. The most
fascinating part of this blended course is that it will become a student-centered course.

The course places significant emphasis on detailed textual analysis, both in terms of content
and form. Students will not merely summarize the material but also develop the skill of
critiquing and forming opinions about characters, structures, philosophical ideas, and
aesthetic representations. Furthermore, you will have the opportunity to enhance your skills
in participating in discussions, delivering presentations, and engaging in critical analysis.

Intended Learning Outcomes

1. Employ a variety of literary approaches to analyze the main themes and
characters of Dreams of Red Chamber;

2. Discover and evaluate the philosophical meanings undergirding the novel;

3. lllustrate the contributions of this masterpiece to the Chinese literary
tradition;

4. Critically interpret the significance of aesthetic and cultural values
embedded in this great novel

Grading
Assessment Format Weighting
(%)
Attendance Students need to attend every class 5%
throughout the semester



mailto:liu_jianmei@yahoo.com

In-class group
discussion (week 1-
10)

Students will form groups to discuss an
assigned chapter based on their
understanding from the weekly lecture
videos and content in the novel. Each
student group will get equal opportunity in
the in-class discussion throughout the
semester.

20%

Online quizzes The online quizzes are to check students’ 20%
understanding on the weekly lecture videos
and content in the novel. They will be taken
weekly before the in-class session.
Individual Individual student will prepare a report and 25%
presentation and conduct a 5 min presentation based on their
report submission (in| choice of themes from Dream of the Red
week Chamber in class
12-13)
Final Exam Students need to do multiple choices in the 30%
final exam.
Total: 100%
Passing Score: 50%
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