HUMAZ2031 The Cantonese Language [C] [CA]

Spring 2025
Instructor: Dr. SZETO Pui Yiu (hmpyszeto@ust.hk)
Tutor: TBA
Time & venue: L1 Fri 10:30-12:20 2465
T1 Wed 17:00-17:50 2306
T2 Wed 17:00-17:50 4504

Course description

This course explores the Cantonese language, emphasizing its role as a vital lingua franca in
Hong Kong. Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of Cantonese grammar,
including its sound system, word formation, and sentence structure. The course also examines
the challenges posed by Cantonese’s unique features, such as its tones, sentence structures, and
the frequent lack of direct English and even Mandarin counterparts for many grammatical
categories. Additionally, this course offers an introduction to the historical background and
sociolinguistic context of Cantonese. By the end of the course, students will have developed a
solid foundation in Cantonese grammar, enabling them to better appreciate its intricacies and
to further their understanding of the multifaceted aspects of this important language.

N.B. This is not a language enhancement course. Students are expected to have native (or near-
native) proficiency in Cantonese.

Intended learning outcomes

e Identify and analyse the unique features of the Cantonese sound system, including its
tones, consonants, and vowels

e Demonstrate an understanding of the core components of Cantonese grammar, such as
word formation, sentence structure, and the use of classifiers

e Develop an understanding of the sociohistorical context of Cantonese, including its
historical background, social status, and the ongoing processes of language variation

and change
Assessment
Attendance & participation 10%
Group project (3—5 students per group) 30%
Final exam 60%

Further details about the group project will be announced after the add/drop period

Course schedule (tentative)

Week | Date Topic Notes
1 5 Feb, 7 Feb Introduction




2 12 Feb, 14 Feb | Historical background of Cantonese

3 19 Feb, 21 Feb | Topics in sociolinguistics Tutorial 1

4 26 Feb, 28 Feb | Sound system and Jyutping Part 1

5 5 Mar, 7 Mar Sound system and Jyutping Part 2

6 12 Mar, 14 Mar | Word structure Tutorial 2

7 19 Mar, 21 Mar | Syntactic categories

8 26 Mar, 28 Mar | Syntactic structure Part 1 Tutorial 3
Mid-term break

9 9 Apr, 11 Apr Syntactic structure Part 2 Tutorial 4

10 16 Apr Aspect and verbal particles Good Friday

11 23 Apr, 25 Apr | Sentence-final particles Tutorial 5

12 30 Apr, 2 May Group project presentations

13 7 May, 9 May Group project presentations

Grading rubrics

Grade

Short description

Elaboration on subject grading description

A

Excellent performance

Demonstrates a comprehensive grasp of subject
matter, expertise in problem-solving, and significant
creativity in thinking. Exhibits a high capacity for
scholarship and collaboration, going beyond core
requirements to achieve learning goals.

Good performance

Shows good knowledge and understanding of the
main subject matter, competence in problem-solving,
and the ability to analyse and evaluate issues.
Displays high motivation to learn and the ability to
work effectively with others.

Satisfactory performance

Possesses adequate knowledge of core subject matter,
competence in dealing with familiar problems, and
some capacity for analysis and critical thinking.
Shows persistence and effort to achieve broadly
defined learning goals.

Marginal pass

Has threshold knowledge of core subject matter,
potential to achieve key professional skills, and the
ability to make basic judgments. Benefits from the
course and has the potential to develop in the
discipline.

Fail

Demonstrates insufficient understanding of the
subject matter and lacks the necessary problem-
solving skills. Shows limited ability to think critically
or analytically and exhibits minimal effort towards
achieving learning goals. Does not meet the threshold
requirements  for  professional  practice or
development in the discipline.
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Academic integrity

Students are expected to adhere to the university’s academic integrity policy. Students are
expected to uphold HKUST’s Academic Honor Code and to maintain the highest standards of
academic integrity. The University has zero tolerance of academic misconduct. Please refer to
Academic Integrity | HKUST — Academic Registry for the University’s definition of plagiarism
and ways to avoid cheating and plagiarism.



