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Course Code:   HUMA 4020 

Course Title:    Language and Literature in Modern China [C][PU]] 

Course Offered in:  Fall 2026 

Course Instructor:  Professor Zhang Min 

Office Hours:    To be announced at class; and by appointments 

 

Course Description: This course aims to investigate the characteristics of Chinese 

language and literature in the 20th century. As the object of study, Chinese 

masterpieces of the 20th century, as well as some classics of ancient China, will be 

examined in an interdisciplinary approach, by making use of concepts not only in 

literary study but also in linguistics. Through an in-depth analysis of literary works, 

students will arrive at a better understanding of the relationship between classical and 

vernacular Chinese, the formation of Modern Chinese, and the Chinese new 

vernacular literature in terms of its rising background, ideological nature and artistic 

achievement. 本課考察分析中國現當代（二十世紀至今）語言與文學的特徵，從

涵蓋語言與文學的跨學科的方法入手，探討此一時期的文學傑作以及為比較之目

的而選學的古代經典。通過研究這些作品，修課同學將更好地理解文言與白話的

聯繫，現代漢語的形成、以及新文學產生的背景、思想內涵及藝術成就。 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) 

By the end of this course, students should be able to: 

1. describe the formation and overall development of modern Chinese language 

and literature, and articulate individual, reasoned reflections on this historical 

process; 

2. compare Classical Chinese (文言) and Modern Vernacular Chinese (白話), and 

identify their major differences, particularly with respect to grammatical 

structure; 

3. identify and analyze the role of Western and Japanese language and literature 

in shaping the formation of modern Chinese language and literature; 

4. analyze the formal and aesthetic qualities of poetry in the classical and 

modern eras of Chinese literature, and identify their major differences; 

5. critically read and interpret representative works by leading modern and 

contemporary Chinese writers, and evaluate literary works from multiple 

analytical perspectives. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

This course will be assessed using criterion-referencing and grades will not be assigned 
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using a curve. Detailed grade descriptors for the major assessment are provided below, 

outlining the criteria used for evaluation. 

 

Assessments: 

 

Assessment Task Contribution to Overall Course 

grade (%) 

Due date 

Mid-term exam 35% 22/10/2026 (tentative) * 

Final exam 50% To be arranged by ARRO 

Assignment 15% 24/11/2026 (tentative) * 

* Assessment marks will be released within two weeks of the assessment date. 

 

Mapping of Course ILOs to Assessment Tasks 

 

Assessed Task Mapped ILOs Explanation 

Mid-term exam ILO1, ILO2, ILO3 The mid-term exam covers the 

historical formation of modern 

Chinese language and 

literature and the Vernacular 

Movement (ILO1), and requires 

students to compare Classical 

and Modern Vernacular 

Chinese with attention to 

grammatical structure (ILO2). It 

also tests students' 

understanding of how Western 

and Japanese linguistic 

influence shaped the 

emergence of modern Chinese 

grammar and vocabulary 

(ILO3). 

Final exam ILO1, ILO2, ILO3, ILO4, ILO5 As a comprehensive 

summative assessment 

covering the full course, the 

final exam draws on all five 

ILOs. It requires students to 

synthesize their understanding 
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of the historical development 

of modern Chinese language 

and literature (ILO1), the 

classical–vernacular 

grammatical distinction (ILO2), 

cross-linguistic influence 

(ILO3), the formal and 

aesthetic features of classical 

and modern Chinese poetry 

(ILO4), and close reading of 

representative literary works 

(ILO5). 

Assignment ILO2, ILO3 The assignment requires 

students to identify 

grammatical constructions in 

literary texts that reflect the 

influence of Western grammar 

on modern Chinese (ILO3), and 

to analyze disyllabic 

compounds in chosen texts by 

tracing whether their 

component morphemes carry 

classical Chinese meanings or 

reflect Japanese-influenced 

coinages, thereby applying the 

classical–vernacular 

comparison and the study of 

external linguistic influence 

directly to primary texts (ILO2, 

ILO3). 

 

Final Grade Descriptors: 

 

Grades Short Description Elaboration on subject grading 

description 

A Excellent Performance Demonstrates a 

comprehensive and nuanced 
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understanding of the formation 

and development of modern 

Chinese language and 

literature (ILO1). The student 

draws sharp, well-supported 

comparisons between Classical 

and Modern Vernacular 

Chinese, particularly in 

grammatical structure (ILO2), 

and offers sophisticated 

analysis of the role of Western 

and Japanese influence in 

shaping modern Chinese 

language and literature (ILO3). 

Analyses of the formal and 

aesthetic qualities of classical 

and modern poetry are 

insightful and precise (ILO4), 

and the student engages 

critically and originally with 

representative literary works, 

applying multiple analytical 

perspectives with confidence 

(ILO5). 

B Good Performance Shows a solid and accurate 

grasp of the historical 

formation of modern Chinese 

language and literature (ILO1). 

The student competently 

identifies and explains the 

major grammatical differences 

between Classical and Modern 

Vernacular Chinese (ILO2) and 

provides a reasonably clear 

account of Western and 

Japanese influence on modern 

Chinese (ILO3). The student 
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offers sound analysis of the 

formal and aesthetic features 

of classical and modern poetry 

(ILO4) and demonstrates good 

interpretive engagement with 

literary works, though with less 

originality than an A-level 

response (ILO5). 

C Satisfactory Performance Possesses an adequate, if 

somewhat general, 

understanding of the 

development of modern 

Chinese language and 

literature (ILO1). The student 

can identify basic differences 

between Classical and Modern 

Vernacular Chinese (ILO2) and 

recognizes, at a general level, 

external linguistic influence on 

modern Chinese (ILO3). 

Discussion of poetic form and 

aesthetics is present but 

underdeveloped (ILO4), and 

engagement with literary 

works tends toward 

description rather than analysis 

(ILO5). 

D Marginal Pass Demonstrates a fragmentary 

and incomplete understanding 

of the formation of modern 

Chinese language and 

literature (ILO1). The student 

struggles to distinguish 

Classical from Modern 

Vernacular Chinese grammar 

with accuracy (ILO2) and shows 

only minimal awareness of 
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Western or Japanese linguistic 

influence (ILO3). Analysis of 

poetic form (ILO4) and 

engagement with literary texts 

(ILO5) are superficial and 

frequently inaccurate. 

F Fail Demonstrates an insufficient 

understanding of the course 

material. The student fails to 

describe the historical 

formation of modern Chinese 

language and literature (ILO1), 

cannot accurately distinguish 

Classical from Modern 

Vernacular Chinese (ILO2), and 

shows no meaningful 

awareness of Western or 

Japanese influence on modern 

Chinese (ILO3). The student is 

unable to analyze the formal 

features of poetry (ILO4) or 

engage substantively with the 

assigned literary works (ILO5). 

  

Assignment Rubric: 

 

Grades Short Description Elaboration on subject grading 

description 

A Excellent Performance Correctly identifies nearly all 

ten types of Western 

grammatical influence in the 

text, with well-chosen, clearly 

explained examples for each 

type (ILO3). For the compound 

analysis, all or nearly all 

classical-meaning compounds 

are correctly identified with 
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precise, well-argued 

etymological explanations of 

the classical sense of the 

relevant morpheme(s) (ILO2), 

and all or nearly all five 

Japanese-influence candidates 

are well-justified with specific, 

accurate evidence drawn from 

the recommended databases 

(e.g., 漢語新詞資料庫, 漢語

大詞典) rather than mere 

assertion (ILO3). 

B Good Performance Identifies most of the types of 

Western grammatical influence 

with appropriate examples, 

though one or two types may 

be missing or example choice 

may be imperfect (ILO3). Most 

of the classical-meaning 

compounds are correctly 

identified with generally sound 

explanations of the classical 

morpheme meaning, with 

minor gaps in precision (ILO2). 

Most Japanese-influence 

candidates are reasonably 

justified with reference to the 

databases, though the 

reasoning may be less rigorous 

or the evidence less specific 

than an A-level response 

(ILO3). 

C Satisfactory Performance Identifies roughly half of the 

types of Western grammatical 

influence, with examples that 

are sometimes only loosely 

connected to the relevant type 
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(ILO3). Around half of the 

classical-meaning compounds 

are correctly identified, but 

explanations of the classical 

morpheme meaning are basic 

or partly inaccurate (ILO2). 

Japanese-influence 

justifications are attempted but 

rely on superficial or generic 

reasoning, with limited 

engagement with the 

recommended databases 

(ILO3). 

D Marginal Pass Identifies only a few types of 

Western grammatical 

influence, and examples are 

frequently mismatched or 

unclear (ILO3). Few compounds 

are correctly analyzed for 

classical meaning, with 

explanations that are vague, 

incomplete, or contain 

significant errors (ILO2). 

Japanese-influence claims are 

asserted with little or no 

supporting evidence from the 

databases (ILO3). 

F Fail Fails to identify a meaningful 

number of the ten types of 

Western grammatical 

influence, or provides 

examples unrelated to the 

categories (ILO3). The 

compound analysis is largely 

absent, incorrect, or fabricated, 

with no credible explanation of 

classical morpheme meanings 
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(ILO2). Japanese-influence 

claims are unsupported, 

absent, or demonstrate a 

fundamental misunderstanding 

of the task (ILO3). 

  

Course AI Policy 

 

Students are encouraged to use generative AI tools to support and enhance their 

academic work in this course. These tools can serve as valuable aids for learning and 

study (reviewing course material, preparing for quizzes and exams, exploring new 

examples of concepts, brainstorming and exploring different perspectives on course 

topics during your independent study). 

However, the use of generative AI is strictly prohibited during formal assessments, 

including the mid-term exam, the final exam, and homework assignment. 

 

Communication and Feedback 

Assessment marks will be communicated via Canvas within two weeks of completion. 

Feedback on assessments will include model answers, marking criteria, and detailed 

explanations. Students who have further questions about the feedback including 

marks should consult the instructor (via the Inbox of the Canvas site) within five 

working days after the result of the assessment is released. 

 

Course Outline: (tentative, subject to change)  

  

Week Topics 

1-2 Part I: Course Introduction; Lecture 1: The 

Vernacular Movement and the May Fourth 

Literary Revolution 課程介紹；第一講：白話

文運動與五四文學革命 

2-4 Part 2, Lecture 2: The Comparison of Classical 

and Vernacular Chinese 第二講：文言與白話

的比較 

5-8 Part 3, Lecture 3: Fiction; Mid-term Examination 

第三講：小說；期中考試 

9-10 Part 3, Lecture 3 (continued): Fiction 第三講：

小說 
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10-11 Part 4, Lecture 4: Translation of Western 

Literary Masterpieces and Its Influence on 

Modern Chinese Language and Literature 第四

講：西方文學名著的翻譯以及对中國語言文

學的影響 

12-13 Part 5, Lecture 5: Poetry 第五講：詩歌 

 

Readings:  

 

巴金 1986，《巴金全集》第一卷（家），北京：人民文學出版社。 

王力 1958，《漢語史稿》，北京：科學出版社。 

北京大學中文系現代漢語教研室（編）2018.《現代漢語》（增訂本），北京：商務

印書館。 

向熹 2010，《簡明漢語史》（修訂本），北京：商務印書館。 

朱棟霖、朱曉進、龍泉明 2007,《中國現代文學史 1917-2000》(上、下), 北京大

學出版社。 

李春陽 2017，《白話文運動的危機》，北京：生活、讀書、新知三聯書店。 

洪子誠 2008，《中國當代文學史作品選》，北京：北京大學出版社。 

胡適 1998，《胡適文集》，北京：北京大學出版社。 

徐中約 2002，《中國近代史》，香港：中文大學出版社。 

莫言 2009，《蛙》，上海：上海文藝出版社。 

郭錫良、唐作藩、何九盈、蔣紹愚、田瑞娟 1999，《古代漢語》(上下冊) 北京:商

務印書館。 

陳思和（主審）、張新穎（主編）2005，《中國當代文學史教程》（第二版），上海：

復旦大學出版社。 

裘錫圭 2013，《文字學概要》（修訂本），北京：商務印書館。 

魯迅 2013，《吶喊 徬徨 故事新編》，北京：人民文學出版社。 

錢理群、溫儒敏、吳福輝 1998，《中國現代文學三十年》(修訂本), 北京:北京大

學出版社。 


