Division of Humanities
Course Syllabus

Course Code: HUMA 4020

Course Title: Language and Literature in Modern China [C][PU]]

Course Offered in: Fall 2026

Course Instructor: Professor Zhang Min

Office Hours: To be announced at class; and by appointments

Course Description: This course aims to investigate the characteristics of Chinese

language and literature in the 20th century. As the object of study, Chinese
masterpieces of the 20th century, as well as some classics of ancient China, will be
examined in an interdisciplinary approach, by making use of concepts not only in
literary study but also in linguistics. Through an in-depth analysis of literary works,
students will arrive at a better understanding of the relationship between classical and
vernacular Chinese, the formation of Modern Chinese, and the Chinese new
vernacular literature in terms of its rising background, ideological nature and artistic
achievement. AFRFZEHTHEIHER (AL ES) 5EF BEOCEEAVRFEL 7€
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Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)
By the end of this course, students should be able to:
1. describe the formation and overall development of modern Chinese language
and literature, and articulate individual, reasoned reflections on this historical

process,

2. compare Classical Chinese (3 =) and Modern Vernacular Chinese ([H&%), and
identify their major differences, particularly with respect to grammatical
structure;

3. identify and analyze the role of Western and Japanese language and literature

in shaping the formation of modern Chinese language and literature;

4. analyze the formal and aesthetic qualities of poetry in the classical and

modern eras of Chinese literature, and identify their major differences;

5. critically read and interpret representative works by leading modern and
contemporary Chinese writers, and evaluate literary works from multiple
analytical perspectives.

Assessment and Grading

This course will be assessed using criterion-referencing and grades will not be assigned
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using a curve. Detailed grade descriptors for the major assessment are provided below,

outlining the criteria used for evaluation.

Assessments:
Assessment Task Contribution to Overall Course | Due date
grade (%)
Mid-term exam 35% 22/10/2026 (tentative) *
Final exam 50% To be arranged by ARRO
Assignment 15% 24/11/2026 (tentative) *

* Assessment marks will be released within two weeks of the assessment date.

Mapping of Course ILOs to Assessment Tasks

Assessed Task Mapped ILOs Explanation

Mid-term exam ILO1, ILO2, ILO3 The mid-term exam covers the
historical formation of modern
Chinese language and
literature and the Vernacular
Movement (ILO1), and requires
students to compare Classical
and Modern Vernacular
Chinese with attention to
grammatical structure (I1LO2). It
also tests students'
understanding of how Western
and Japanese linguistic
influence shaped the
emergence of modern Chinese
grammar and vocabulary

(ILO3).

Final exam ILO1, ILO2, ILO3, ILO4, ILO5 As a comprehensive
summative assessment
covering the full course, the
final exam draws on all five
ILOs. It requires students to

synthesize their understanding
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of the historical development
of modern Chinese language
and literature (ILO1), the
classical-vernacular
grammatical distinction (ILO2),
cross-linguistic influence
(ILO3), the formal and
aesthetic features of classical
and modern Chinese poetry
(ILO4), and close reading of
representative literary works

(ILO5).

Assignment

ILO2, ILO3

The assignment requires
students to identify
grammatical constructions in
literary texts that reflect the
influence of Western grammar
on modern Chinese (ILO3), and
to analyze disyllabic
compounds in chosen texts by
tracing whether their
component morphemes carry
classical Chinese meanings or
reflect Japanese-influenced
coinages, thereby applying the
classical-vernacular
comparison and the study of
external linguistic influence
directly to primary texts (ILO2,
ILO3).

Final Grade Descriptors:

Grades Short Description Elaboration on subject grading
description
A Excellent Performance Demonstrates a

comprehensive and nuanced
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understanding of the formation
and development of modern
Chinese language and
literature (ILO1). The student
draws sharp, well-supported
comparisons between Classical
and Modern Vernacular
Chinese, particularly in
grammatical structure (1LO2),
and offers sophisticated
analysis of the role of Western
and Japanese influence in
shaping modern Chinese
language and literature (ILO3).
Analyses of the formal and
aesthetic qualities of classical
and modern poetry are
insightful and precise (ILO4),
and the student engages
critically and originally with
representative literary works,
applying multiple analytical
perspectives with confidence

(ILO5).

Good Performance

Shows a solid and accurate
grasp of the historical
formation of modern Chinese
language and literature (ILO1).
The student competently
identifies and explains the
major grammatical differences
between Classical and Modern
Vernacular Chinese (ILO2) and
provides a reasonably clear
account of Western and
Japanese influence on modern

Chinese (ILO3). The student
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offers sound analysis of the
formal and aesthetic features
of classical and modern poetry
(ILO4) and demonstrates good
interpretive engagement with
literary works, though with less
originality than an A-level

response (ILO5).

Satisfactory Performance

Possesses an adequate, if
somewhat general,
understanding of the
development of modern
Chinese language and
literature (ILO1). The student
can identify basic differences
between Classical and Modern
Vernacular Chinese (ILO2) and
recognizes, at a general level,
external linguistic influence on
modern Chinese (ILO3).
Discussion of poetic form and
aesthetics is present but
underdeveloped (ILO4), and
engagement with literary
works tends toward
description rather than analysis

(ILO5).

Marginal Pass

Demonstrates a fragmentary
and incomplete understanding
of the formation of modern
Chinese language and
literature (ILO1). The student
struggles to distinguish
Classical from Modern
Vernacular Chinese grammar
with accuracy (ILO2) and shows

only minimal awareness of
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Western or Japanese linguistic
influence (ILO3). Analysis of
poetic form (ILO4) and
engagement with literary texts
(ILO5) are superficial and

frequently inaccurate.

Fail

Demonstrates an insufficient
understanding of the course
material. The student fails to
describe the historical
formation of modern Chinese
language and literature (ILO1),
cannot accurately distinguish
Classical from Modern
Vernacular Chinese (ILO2), and
shows no meaningful
awareness of Western or
Japanese influence on modern
Chinese (ILO3). The student is
unable to analyze the formal
features of poetry (1LO4) or
engage substantively with the

assigned literary works (ILO5).

Assignment Rubric:

Grades Short Description Elaboration on subject grading
description
A Excellent Performance Correctly identifies nearly all

ten types of Western
grammatical influence in the
text, with well-chosen, clearly
explained examples for each
type (ILO3). For the compound
analysis, all or nearly all
classical-meaning compounds

are correctly identified with
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precise, well-argued
etymological explanations of
the classical sense of the
relevant morpheme(s) (ILO2),
and all or nearly all five
Japanese-influence candidates
are well-justified with specific,
accurate evidence drawn from
the recommended databases
(e.g., EaBfa R, b
KEd| ) rather than mere

assertion (ILO3).

Good Performance

Identifies most of the types of
Western grammatical influence
with appropriate examples,
though one or two types may
be missing or example choice
may be imperfect (ILO3). Most
of the classical-meaning
compounds are correctly
identified with generally sound
explanations of the classical
morpheme meaning, with
minor gaps in precision (I1LO2).
Most Japanese-influence
candidates are reasonably
justified with reference to the
databases, though the
reasoning may be less rigorous
or the evidence less specific
than an A-level response

(ILO3).

Satisfactory Performance

Identifies roughly half of the
types of Western grammatical
influence, with examples that
are sometimes only loosely

connected to the relevant type
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(ILO3). Around half of the
classical-meaning compounds
are correctly identified, but
explanations of the classical
morpheme meaning are basic
or partly inaccurate (ILO2).
Japanese-influence
justifications are attempted but
rely on superficial or generic
reasoning, with limited
engagement with the
recommended databases

(ILO3).

Marginal Pass

Identifies only a few types of
Western grammatical
influence, and examples are
frequently mismatched or
unclear (ILO3). Few compounds
are correctly analyzed for
classical meaning, with
explanations that are vague,
incomplete, or contain
significant errors (I1LO2).
Japanese-influence claims are
asserted with little or no
supporting evidence from the

databases (ILO3).

Fail

Fails to identify a meaningful
number of the ten types of
Western grammatical
influence, or provides
examples unrelated to the
categories (ILO3). The
compound analysis is largely
absent, incorrect, or fabricated,
with no credible explanation of

classical morpheme meanings
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(ILO2). Japanese-influence
claims are unsupported,
absent, or demonstrate a
fundamental misunderstanding

of the task (ILO3).

Course Al Policy

Students are encouraged to use generative Al tools to support and enhance their
academic work in this course. These tools can serve as valuable aids for learning and
study (reviewing course material, preparing for quizzes and exams, exploring new
examples of concepts, brainstorming and exploring different perspectives on course
topics during your independent study).

However, the use of generative Al is strictly prohibited during formal assessments,
including the mid-term exam, the final exam, and homework assignment.

Communication and Feedback

Assessment marks will be communicated via Canvas within two weeks of completion.
Feedback on assessments will include model answers, marking criteria, and detailed
explanations. Students who have further questions about the feedback including
marks should consult the instructor (via the Inbox of the Canvas site) within five

working days after the result of the assessment is released.

Course Outline: (tentative, subject to change)

Week Topics

1-2 Part I: Course Introduction; Lecture 1: The
Vernacular Movement and the May Fourth

Literary Revolution 3RFE/ 48 5 5—5 @ HEh

SCEBNE VIS

2-4 Part 2, Lecture 2: The Comparison of Classical
and Vernacular Chinese 28 5% @ U =HiHEE
FIELER

5-8 Part 3, Lecture 3: Fiction; Mid-term Examination
F=5 /N BT

9-10 Part 3, Lecture 3 (continued): Fiction £5=3%

I
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10-11 Part 4, Lecture 4: Translation of Western
Literary Masterpieces and Its Influence on

Modern Chinese Language and Literature Z5UU
i 1 PE T SR HTERE DL RO R ERE S

B
12-13 Part 5, Lecture 5: Poetry S5 7% & 558K

Readings:

E4 1986 - (E&2E) F—% (F) by ARCEHRRMT -

F77 1958 » ((FERESAE) > dE5T ¢ RIEEEHARE -

B KRB RICEEBIAE (45) 2018, (BRAUVERE) (WEETA) » JB5 © 7%
ENEEE

M3 2010 > (FHEA)ERESE ) (BETA) » JbT : PISENEEE -

KRPRFR ~ RBEAE - BESEBH 2007, (HREFRACCE S 1917-2000) (|~ 1), JEEK
B

ZF 2017 > (HEECEFHNIGEHE) - b5 - AE - EE - BrAEEEE -
A3k 2008  (FEIERSCE S FanEE) » I - B REHART -

HHE 1998 » (HHAESCEE) > dba ¢ dEREH AR

R4y 2002 > (HEQATASE) - FAE - oK TR

B 2009 0 (EE) > b BIESCEEHRRH -

Fhe5 R~ EIEE ~ (L& - iE4EE - S 1999 » (i UESE) (LT dbnt:pH
TSEIEEE -

B EURT ( 258 ) ~ 9RHriE (E4R ) 2005 > (HPEIEARSCESEFAR) (F2hR ) BF -
B HREH AR -

EHE 2013 > (CFEME) (EBETA) - b5 - EBHIEE -

Bt 2013 - (URLE, FF1E HEEdR) 0 dbaT 0 ARSI -

PEIHETE - JRIFE - SrEME 1998 (FEIFRASCE =) (BETA), JExtdbmk
2R -



