
HUMA1302 World Literature in the 20th Century (13 Weeks) Fall 2026 

 
Instructor:  Yan Lianke, Professor of Division of Humanities 

Office hours: by appointment 

Teaching Assistant: Zheng Yi 

Email:  <yzhengdt@connect.ust.hk> or  <yanlianke2736@163.com> (Please contact 

TA first who will pass the message on to Professor Yan) 

 

 

Course Description 

 

This course examines the radical shifts in 20th-century world literature. Moving beyond the 

19th century’s more unified humanistic tradition, we explore a diverse landscape 

characterized by distinct individual voices, fragmented perspectives, and literary movements 

that shaped the modern literary world. 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

1. Identify, analyze, and critically evaluate the defining literary movements, 

aesthetic innovations, and values that shaped 20th-century world literature 

2. Develop close reading skills through the critical examination and interpretation of 

major representative works and authors from diverse linguistic and cultural 

traditions within 20th-century foreign literature 

3. Utilize key concepts and methodologies from literary and cultural studies to 

interpret texts and situate them within broader contexts 

4. Analyze and appreciate the function and effect of literary language, form, and 

themes 

5. Cultivate comparative thinking by exploring connections, contrasts, and dialogues 

between key works/authors of 20th-century world literature and relevant traditions 

within Chinese literature 

Grading 

Assessment Format Weighting 

(%) 

Attendance Students need to attend every class throughout 

the semester 

20% 

In-class discussion Students will participate in discussion based on 

their understanding from the weekly reading 

materials. 

20% 

Final assignment - 

creative writing in 

Chinese 

Students need to create a literary work in 

Chinese.  

60% 

 Total: 100% 

 Passing Score: 50% 
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