Course Syllabus (Fall 2026)

HUMA1102

Enjoyment of Classical Music

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Isaac Droscha

OFFICE: 3024

PHONE: 2358 7768

EMAIL: droscha@ust.hk

INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANT: Rod Yu (roderickyu@ust.hk)
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

In this course students will learn to love everything that is special about classical music,
from the full impressive power of a concert orchestra to the intimate and mysterious solo
piano. This course is desighed to introduce students to the wide variety of styles and
sounds of Western classical music. The listening and analytical skills demonstrated will
bring about a deeper understanding of music as an art form. Prior musical training is NOT
required.

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Students will:
1. Through a historical survey, develop a deeper appreciation of classical music

2. Through an analysis of artistic trends, describe the cultural and historical
development of classical music

3. Through analysis of specific works, understand music theory fundamentals
4. Through the concert report requirement, critique live music performances
5. Apply analytical skills from this course to other disciplines

LECTURE NOTES, FILES, AND LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS:

Materials will be available on Canvas. Textbook is optional.

The content of each lecture will be included on Canvas. The lecture note files will include
hyperlinks to audio and video recordings of works covered using the following services:

Spotify & YouTube


mailto:droscha@ust.hk
mailto:roderickyu@ust.hk

Naxos Music Library

Naxos Video Library

services are accessible by all HKUST students WITHOUT A FEE
MIDTERM AND FINAL EXAM:

NO make-up test will be offered without proof of extenuating circumstances. If you miss
the midterm, the total score will be transferred to test 2 (i.e. the weight of final exam will
become 50%).

Dates: See Canvas calendar
REVIEW QUIZZES:

These 10 quizzes are desighed to help you prepare for the tests. They are based on the
lecture sides, the music recordings, and the reading. Consult the calendar on Canvas for
the dates. All quizzes will be conducted during class on paper.

CONCERT ATTENDANCE / VIDEO ESSAY:

Students will be required to create a video essay about a piece of music and its relevant
composer. The video should be inspired by a live recording. The essay should successfully
demonstrate use of course concepts to discuss works, composers, and/or performers
presented. You should attend 1 concert of Western Classical Music.

ATTENDANCE:

Attendance will be taken randomly during the term four times. You may miss three times
without explanation. The fourth absences will result in a zero for you attendance score
resulting in the lose of10 points from your final grade.

Excused absences: students submit a valid proof (medical certificate, court document) in
soft copy format.

GRADING:

Final Exam 35%
Mid-Term Exam 25%
Video Essay 20%

Quizzes 20%



Attendance 10%

Course Summary

Date Details Due
Tue Sep 1, 2026 Calendar Event Week 1 - Part 1 12am
Thu Sep 3, 2026 Calendar Event Week 1 - Part 2 12am
Tue Sep 8, 2026 Calendar Event Week 2 - Part 1 12am
Thu Sep 10,2026 Calendar Event Week 2 - Part 2 12am
Tue Sep 15,2026  Calendar Event Week 3 - Part 1 12am
Calendar Event Week 3 - Part 2 12am

Thu Sep 17, 2026

Quiz Review Quiz 1 due by 10:25am
Tue Sep 22,2026 Calendar Event Week 4 - Part 1 12am

Calendar Event Week 4 - Part 2 12am
Thu Sep 24, 2026

Quiz Listening 1 due by 10:25pm

Tue Sep 29,2026 Calendar Event Week 5 - Part 1 and 2 12am



https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265151&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265152&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265153&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265154&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265155&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265175&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452505
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265156&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265176&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452506
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265157&include_contexts=course_72716

Course Summary

Date

Details

Due

Thu Oct 1, 2026

Tue Oct 6, 2026

Thu Oct 8, 2026

Tue Oct 13, 2026

Thu Oct 15, 2026

Tue Oct 20, 2026

Thu Oct 22, 2026

Tue Oct 27, 2026

Quiz Review Quiz 2

Calendar Event HOLIDAY - NATIONAL DAY

Calendar Event Week 6 - Part 1

Calendar Event Week 6 - Part 2

Quiz Listening 2

Calendar Event Week 7 - Part 1

Calendar Event Week 7 - Part 2

Quiz Review Quiz 3

Calendar Event Week 8 - Part 1

Assignment MIDTERM

Calendar Event Week 8 - Part 2

Calendar Event Week 9 - Part 1

due by 10:25am

12am

12am

12am

due by 10:25am

12am

12am

due by 10:25am

12am

due by 11:59pm

12am

12am


https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452503
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265080&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265158&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265173&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452498
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265159&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265172&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452500
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265160&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452509
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265171&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265161&include_contexts=course_72716

Course Summary

Date Details Due

Calendar Event Week 9 - Part 2 12am
Thu Oct 29, 2026

Quiz Listening 3 due by 10:20am
Tue Nov 3, 2026 Calendar Event Week 10 - Part 1 12am

Calendar Event Week 10 - Part 2 12am

Thu Nov 5, 2026

Tue Nov 10, 2026

Thu Nov 12, 2026

Tue Nov 17, 2026

Thu Nov 19, 2026

Quiz Review Quiz 4

Calendar Event Week 11 - Part 1

Calendar Event Week 11 - Part 2

Quiz Listening 4

Calendar Event Week 12 - Part 1

Assignment Video Essay

Calendar Event Week 12 - Part 2

Quiz Review Quiz 5

due by 10:20am

12am

12am

due by 10:22am

12am

due by 11:59pm

12am

due by 10:20am


https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265170&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452507
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265162&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265169&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452501
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265163&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265168&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452504
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265164&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452511
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265167&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452502

Course Summary

Date

Details

Due

Tue Nov 24, 2026

Thu Nov 26, 2026

Fri Nov 27, 2026

Calendar Event Week 13 - Part 1

Calendar Event Week 13 - Part 2

Quiz Listening 5

Assignment Attendance

12am

12am

due by 10:22am

due by 11:59pm


https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265165&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/calendar?event_id=265166&include_contexts=course_72716
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452499
https://canvas.ust.hk/courses/72716/assignments/452508

