Course Syllabus Fall 2023

HUMA1060 Introduction to Mandarin Chinese Grammar
Instructor: ZHANG Min, office hours: TBA here
Teaching Assistant: TBA

Course Description: The course introduces students to basic concepts in Mandarin Chinese grammar and fundamental techniques of
grammatical analysis. Differences between Chinese and English as well as between Mandarin and Cantonese will also be highlighted. Topics
include word structure and sentence structure of Mandarin Chinese, and characteristics of Chinese grammar, etc.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs):

1 summarize how grammar works using the fundamental concepts of morphology and syntax

2 categorize morphemes, words, phrases and sentences in Mandarin Chinese according to their grammatical behaviors

3 identify the major similarities and differences in grammar between Chinese and English, and (particularly for local students) between
Mandarin and Cantonese

4 apply the concepts and analytical techniques to uncover rules and regularities from written Chinese data collected online or retrieved from
large corpora

5 analyze the syntactic and semantic structure of a Chinese sentence

Course Outline: (tentative - subject to change)
PartI: Introduction &3

1.1 What is grammar 1285

1.2 Linguistic signs @B = & EHEF %

1.3 Properties of grammatical structure 8445 BB 14
1.4 Only God can make a tree &5 1BEHE R

1.5 The autonomy of grammar ;5898 £
Part 2:  Word Structure of Mandarin Chinese ;£:&71/%

2.1 Grammatical Units 5854 B8 11

2.1.1 What is grammatical unit 1B 2858

2.1.2 Morpheme: The smallest grammatical unit &% : &/\FEAEML
2.1.3 Morphemes and characters FEXFEF

2.1.4 Identification of Chinese morphemes &2 & BB ZWERRA
2.1.5 Classification of morphemes & ZHI4E 7|

2.2 Wordhood 3 X za£23F 5 A0 R 1E

2.2.1 What is word 72 {1

2.2.2 Composition of words 58 HI1& A

2.2.3 Identification of words 3 E23F I HIE

2.3 Chinese Compounds &8585

2.3.1 Roots and affixes #BrA 70 : FIRMFEL

2.3.2 Compounding £ & A4 1B EREY

2.4 Affixation BT & A5

2.5 Summary: characteristics of Chinese morphology/)\é& : FEB LA BHNEE
HEh

Part 3: Chinese Syntax Z:BG}%

3.1 Introducing Syntax G418t

3.2 Parts of Speech 4 Z| 7 HRAIEIE

3.3 Numerals, Classifiers, and Numeral-Classifier Phrase £/ - S8 =418
3.4 Nouns and Subcategories of Nouns & KR « EF7 ~ 1

3.5 Determiner, Adverb, Preposition, and Conjunction E5lz3 ~ Bl « 7753 - &5
3.6 Structural Analysis of Sentences G F 45 BHI DT

3.6.1 Tree diagrams B R D%

3.6.2 Complex sentences &4

3.7 Syntactic and Semantic Issues of Verbs EAE):E10RIA 5%  FBEEIE

3.7.1 Typical and atypical verbs ELZ &) zaF R ELEL A9 E) =5

3.7.2 Aspects EiFE " fzaspect

3.7.3 Thematic relations ENFEMEN & 2 B ERE %

3.8. Ambiguity, Transformation, and Semantic Features GiEIRE - &8 - EBHRIFE
3.8.1 Syntactic ambiguity &% %

3.8.2 From ambiguous sentences to ambiguous constructions & TR IFHR AR
3.8.3 Transformational analysis #1845

3.8.4 From transformation to semantic feature analysis BB DT EERFRED T
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3.8.5 Valence and index of ambiguity 53018 I Z 58
Part 4: Conclusion — Characteristic of Chinese Grammar #5538 : £ 88 AR5 B

4.1 Major Differences between Chinese and English;Z2:E3 BN E BB A ER
4.2 Major Differences between Mandarin and Cantonese & Bra I BB T EE)
=R
4.3 Grammar and Language Use :&/58:ESEMA

Topics for Tutorials: (tentative - subject to change)
1 un,\JJ?FFI'J

2. TEEHEFFEMHIE .

3. TESEANS.

4. THBARERESHNDN

5. TIEFBFEEON - BIFEREDT .
6. "ERADM.

7. TEBOEEBNDT

8. TEBRIH - BRI REEED
9. TRAEAM.

10. "E%ES Vfﬁ&m BN L

1", TEeHE

Planned Assessment Tasks:

Attendance: 10%

Two in-class quizzes: 50% (each 25%)
Final Exam: 40%
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