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History of P. R. China's Diplomacy, 1949-1989

Fall 2022
Fr 10:30-13:30, Room 1410

INSTRUCTOR: John C.T. LIM (R EED EMAIL: hmjohnctlim@ust.hk
Section: L1 (2582) Rm 1410, Lift 25-26 (60)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course studies the history of the foreign relations of the People's Republic of China. To provide
the context, it first examines key events leading up to the Communist victory in 1949, including WW!II and
the Chinese Civil War. We will study major events and periods during the Cold War, including, among others,
the Korean War, the Sino-Soviet split, Cultural Revolution diplomacy, China’s role in the Indo-China Wars,
and the China - U.S. and China - Japan rapprochement. Newly declassified archival materials will be
presented, and critical examination and rethinking of PRC history will be introduced for discussion.
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6. Kevin G. Cai > China's Foreign Policy since 1949: Continuity and Change > Routledge > 2022.

7. Robert G. Sutter, Foreign Relations of the PRC: The Legacies and Constraints of China's International
Politics since 1949, Second Edition, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2018.

8. Chang, David Cheng. The Hijacked War: The Story of Chinese POWSs in the Korean War. Stanford
University Press, 2020.

9. John King Fairbank, The Chinese World Order: Traditional China’s Foreign Relations, Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1968.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Lecture attendance is required, as the lectures include materials not provided in textbooks. Students
are expected to have completed all readings assigned for that day prior to the class meeting.
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ASSESSMENTS

1. Attendance & participation 30%
2. Quizzes | 20%
3. Quizzes Il 20%
4. Final examination 30%

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

This course enforces a zero-tolerance policy on cheating. The discovery of cheating on an exam will
result in an automatic F grade in the course, and the case will be reported to university administration.
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