HUMAS280 Cantonese Grammar in Contemporary Linguistic Theories [C]

Spring 2025
Instructor: Dr. SZETO Pui Yiu (hmpyszeto@ust.hk)
Time & venue: Wednesday  9:00-11:50 5566

Course description

This course explores the intricacies of Cantonese grammar through the lens of contemporary
linguistic theories. Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of Cantonese grammar,
including its word formation (morphology), sentence structure (syntax), aspectual system and
sentence-final particles. This course will situate Cantonese within the broader context of
linguistic typology, examining how its grammatical structures relate to and diverge from those
of other languages in the region and globally. By the end of the course, students will have
developed a solid theoretical foundation in Cantonese grammar, enabling them to analyse its
complexities within modern linguistic frameworks and appreciate its place in the landscape of
the world’s languages.

Intended learning outcomes

e Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of Cantonese grammar

e Analyse Cantonese grammar within a typological framework, comparing and
contrasting it with other languages in the region and globally

e Appreciate the unique position of Cantonese within the broader context of the world’s

languages
Assessment
Attendance & participation 15%
Reading presentation 15%
Term paper presentation 20%
Term paper (due 23 May) 50%

Course schedule (tentative)

Week | Date Topic Reading presentations
1 5 Feb | Introduction
2 12 Feb | The typological approach
3 19 Feb | Morphology
4 26 Feb | Syntactic categories Francis & Matthews (2005), Law (2014)
5 5 Mar | Syntactic structure Part 1 Simpson et al. (2011), Arcodia (2017)
6 12 Mar | Syntactic structure Part 2 | Ansaldo (2010), Matthews (2006)
7 19 Mar | Aspect and verbal particles | Chor (2013), Fan & Chan (2022)
8 26 Mar | Sentence-final particles Sybesma (2013), Yiu (2021)
Mid-term break




9 9 Apr | Grammaticalization Ansaldo et al. (2017), Chin (2011)
10 16 Apr | Areal typology Chappell (2015), Szeto & Yurayong (2021)
11 23 Apr | Theoretical frameworks Dixon (2010), Haspelmath (2015)
12 30 Apr | Term paper presentations
13 7 May | Term paper presentations
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Academic integrity

Students are expected to adhere to the university’s academic integrity policy. Students are
expected to uphold HKUST’s Academic Honor Code and to maintain the highest standards of
academic integrity. The University has zero tolerance of academic misconduct. Please refer to
Academic Integrity | HKUST — Academic Registry for the University’s definition of plagiarism
and ways to avoid cheating and plagiarism.



