Spring 2024
HUMA 5340 Modern Chinese Literary Criticism (subject to change)

Instructor: Professor Shengging Wu

Division of Humanities, HKUST

Office: Room 2380, Academic Bldg; Office phone: (852) 2358-8981

E-mail: hmswu@ust.hk; Office hours: 10:00am-1:00pm, Tuesday and by appointment

Time and Classroom
Monday: 3:00pm to 5:50pm
Classroom: 5508 (lift 25-26)

Course Description

This course, taught in Chinese, is designed to introduce students to the history of Chinese
literature and literary criticism from new perspectives. Emphasis will be placed on
reconstructing and interpreting Chinese literary history, the lyrical tradition, and
approaches to Chinese literature from comparative and theoretical perspectives. The
seminar will combine lecture and intensive discussion with regular student assignments.
Active student participation is expected.

Course Objective

The course will enhance students' ability to engage with literature in generic, theoretical,
and historical approaches. Topics include a review of key concepts in literary history,
Chinese narrative in comparative perspective, Chinese lyricism, Chinese poetry in
various media, translation, and new approaches to literary studies.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOS)

Enhancing students’ critical thinking abilities and writing skills;

Gaining an overview of Chinese literary history and recent critical issues;
Mastering some fundamental concepts in literary and cultural studies;
Learning how to design a research project through a critically refreshing
perspective.

el A

Weekly Organization and Readings

Required and suggested readings are accessible through the course web page (Canvas) or
put on reserve at the library. Lectures, students’ presentations, and discussions will
alternate in class.

Assessment:

Attendance, Presentation, Discussion: 10% +10% (10% for excellent in-class
performance)

Short response papers: 20%

One group project: 10%

One final Paper: 50%


mailto:hmswu@ust.hk

Assignments:

Course Requirements:

All students must attend classes regularly and finish readings before class.

1. Writing a short response paper and post it online every OTHER week (one-two pages).
I will send you a weekly email to remind you. Please post the response paper as word
attachment (file name: surname name WK2) on the Discussion column on Canvas, Due
5pm Sunday.

2. Students will be asked to give one or two oral presentations on the reading materials.
The oral presentation will not be graded.

3. Group research project

4. Final paper. 8000-10,0000 Chinese characters for MPhil and PhD Students, 5000-6000
Chinese characters for MA students. 12-15 page double-spaced paper in English is also
acceptable. Due 5pm on May 27t (Monday), 2024.

Weekly Schedule

WEEK 1
Feb.5 X %. X% ¥. X#Ht:F Introduction to course & Deconstruction of the Notion

of wenxue and “literary history”
Selected readings from Hayden White’s Tropics of Discourse, The Content of the Form

WEEK 2 Feb 12 (NO class)

WEEK 3

Feb. 19 32 BN ER

Prasenjit Duara: Introduction from Rescuing History from the Nation: Questioning
Narratives of Modern China (U. of Chicago, 1995) ; #i# (B [56C2 ) ; $83E
P BIRA SR ) 5 BABERL (P BISCEE EER)

WEEK 4

Feb.26 SCE:. /NERtHES 5 IE

ERGE,  ChRREIERRIIEIR) &

Ted Huters: Bring the World Home Chap 3 & 4

WEEK 5
March 4 “35”7 FIACHEETE
FERAE CAIEER) » SR (BELEF IR

WEEK 6

March 11 FCEAREF 8 o B /e

Andrew Plakes: Archetype and Allegory in the Dream of the Red Chamber ; Marston
Anderson: Limits of Realism Chapl; David Der-wei Wang: Fin-de-siecle Splendor:
Repressed Modernities of Late Qing Fiction (1-52).

WEEK 7



March 18 Ff# “IFIEES” 10 KRETE. KOG, SEE. TTHRE
KEAE, FFEEH) 0 O Gass) » SA%E GEBEEN)  HHRE (B4
2R

WEEK 8

March 25 FAf “I7i5MEa” 11. BRth#E. mA L%

MR, R EITIEES) o (RN FRTPESCEER) ; FER. (AT
DTS FHERSG S E S IR )

WEEK 9
April 1 (NO class)

WEEK 10

April 8 1. 1EE)ELHACE

Raymond Williams on “Structure of Feelings”; William Reddy: The Navigation of
Feeling (Cambridge, 2001), part 1; Haiyan Lee: Revolution of the Heart: A Genealogy of
Love in China, 1900-1950 (Introduction).

WEEK 11

April 15, 553 HE B A

e Ak, (BIERTR) , RACERE, ZH G 2005 F, &, H 8-
41; g5, (PEEREBEE) , N CERREE) , FERMEEZ AR, 1990
iF, H 2-34; Sturken, Marita & Lisa Cartwright. Practices of Looking. An Introduction
to Visual Culture, Oxford University Press, 2001; Werner Wolf, “Intermediality”.

WEEK 12
April 22. STERAIE 5T Hh ] )
Raymond Williams, Keywords ; 8. 20805 (BRI B S b i JiE so )

WEEK 13

April 29 SCELELHRE

gesEE,  (MATRUBNRE) . Lydia Liu: Introduction from Translingual Practices;
Eliot Weinberger: selections from Nineteen Ways of Looking at Wang Wei: How a
Chinese Poem is Translated (Moyer Bell Limited, 1987)

WEEK 14
May 6. concluding remarks & presentation of group projects



