The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

PG Course Syllabus

Note: This course does not require students to master oracle bone script, bronze inscriptions,
Warring States scripts, and digital humanities tools.
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Excavated Documents and Early China [PU] (Fall 2026)
H £ SRR AP B [ @RI R) (2026 FK)

HUMA 5543

Name: Dr. Steve MA
Email: hmhma@ust.hk

Office Hours: Fridays 14:30-16:30, Room 3332 (by appointment)

Course Description :REE N

As excavated documents gain increasing importance in early China research, this course introduces
students to various types of excavated texts, familiarizes them with fundamental research methods and
approaches, and opens the door to advanced studies in Chinese history, literature, philosophy, and
culture. In addition, students will explore cutting-edge methodologies in digital humanities, enhancing
their future research or work.
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Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) JEEIE2H R
On successful completion of the proposed course, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of early Chinese history, literature, philosophy, and culture through the
study of excavated documents.

2. Explain the formation, development, and canonization processes of Chinese classics.

3. Evaluate global scholarly contributions to Chinese studies through the lens of excavated
documents.

4. Apply traditional research methods—such as character analysis, phonological analysis, and
semantic analysis—to interpret excavated texts.

5. Applydigital humanities tools and methodologies to the study of excavated Chinese texts.

6. Analyze elements of early Chinese culture to gain deeper insight into Chinese cultural phenomena.



7. Conductindependentresearch projects utilizing excavated documents and related textual sources.
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Assessment and Grading 4% BB 48

Mapping of Course ILOs to Assessment Tasks ;RfETEHIEE B R IR EH HESR

Assessed Task | Mapped ILOs | Explanation

Group 1,2,4,5,6 Students will work in groups to study selected excavated
Presentation documents and present their findings. The group presentation
INBR R assesses students’ understanding of early Chinese history,

literature, philosophy, and culture, as well as their understanding
of the formation, development, and canonization of Chinese
classics. Students will also evaluate scholarly contributions to
the study of early China from the perspective of excavated
documents and analyze elements of early Chinese culture.
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Written 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, | Students will undertake independent research on selected
Assignment 7 excavated documents and related textual sources. The
EmHIEE assignment requires students to apply traditional research

methods, such as character analysis, phonological analysis, and
semantic analysis, to interpret excavated documents.
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Attendance 1,3,6 Students are required to attend classes regularly and participate
H &) in class learning and discussions on early Chinese history,

literature, philosophy, and culture, thereby gaining a deeper
understanding of early Chinese cultural phenomena.
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Grades

Short Description

Elaboration on subject grading description

Excellent
Performance

BERE

Presents a thorough and well-structured discussion, supported by
substantial and rigorous evidence. Uses excavated documents to
examine the history, literature, philosophy, and culture of early China
in depth, and provides a clear and insightful account of the
formation, development, and canonization of Chinese classics.
Applies character analysis, phonological analysis, and semantic
analysis with proficiency in interpreting excavated documents, and
uses digital humanities tools and research methods effectively and
flexibly. Provides a thorough analysis of elements of early Chinese
culture and cultural phenomena and conducts independent
research using excavated documents and related textual sources.
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Good
Performance

REFARIR

Presents a clear and well-structured discussion, supported by
sufficient evidence. Uses excavated documents to examine the
history, literature, philosophy, and culture of early China, and
explains the formation, development, and canonization of Chinese
classics. Applies character analysis, phonological analysis, and
semantic analysis appropriately in interpreting excavated
documents; uses digital humanities tools and research methods
appropriately, and conducts research using excavated documents
and related textual sources.
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Satisfactory
Performance

FRIR

Presents areasonably complete discussion, which is generally clear.
Provides a basic discussion of the history, literature, philosophy, and
culture of early China, with reference to excavated documents, and
explains the formation, development, and canonization of Chinese
classics. Applies character analysis, phonological analysis, and
semantic analysis, and provides basic interpretations of excavated
documents. Conducts research using excavated documents and
related textual sources.
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Marginal Pass

Kigigiz

The content is relatively brief, and the discussion lacks
completeness and sufficient supporting evidence. The discussion of
the history, literature, philosophy, and culture of early China is
relatively basic, and the contributions of scholars from around the




world to the study of early China are not sufficiently evaluated. The
application of character analysis, phonological analysis, and
semantic analysis is not sufficiently accurate, and the interpretation
of excavated documents is also limited. The analysis of early Chinese
cultural phenomena is relatively basic, and the use of excavated
documents and related textual sources is insufficient.
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The work does not meet the basic requirements of the course. The
discussion lacks completeness and sufficient supporting evidence,
and excavated documents are not appropriately used in the
discussion of the history, literature, philosophy, and culture of early
China. The formation, development, and canonization of Chinese
classics are not clearly explained. The application of character
analysis, phonological analysis, and semantic analysis is
inappropriate, and the excavated documents are not adequately
interpreted. Cultural phenomena are not appropriately analyzed, and
excavated documents and related textual sources are not
appropriately used in research.
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The following assignments will count toward your final grade and be included in the assessment:
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WAANFTIZEEE:

Group Presentation /J\#H & 7 (35%)

Students need to form groups of 2-3 people; each group needs to give one group presentation. The topic
of the group presentation can be any topic related to Chinese documents or Early China, for example,
an introduction to a specific Chinese text, or an exploration of a collection of Chinese archival materials.
Each group’s presentation should not exceed 30 minutes. Please register your group members and the
order of presentations using the link below. The registration deadline is September 17.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fj4A9Axagl1G_tnljXwotn9a4ETtbAEfIG4AEGD9yboQ/edit?u

sp=sharing
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Grading criteria for Group Presentation:



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fj4A9AxagL1G_tnIjXwotn9a4ETtbAEfIG4EGD9yboQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fj4A9AxagL1G_tnIjXwotn9a4ETtbAEfIG4EGD9yboQ/edit?usp=sharing

IR T F AR

Criterion 5¥#%IEH

Developing %1%

Accomplished R#F

Exemplary 8%

Completeness 5T 2 4
50%

The presentation is
unrelated to the
course topic and fails
to adequately
discuss excavated
texts and early China.
It lacks supporting
materials and
arguments, has no
literature review, and
is loosely structured.
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The presentation
aligns with the
course topic and
adequately
discusses excavated

texts and early China.

Supporting materials
and arguments are
solid and well-
developed. It
includes an
appropriate literature
review with a clear
and logical structure.
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The presentation
aligns closely with
the course topic,
offering a thorough
and in-depth
discussion of
excavated texts and
early China.
Supporting materials
are detailed and
arguments are
rigorous. The
literature review is
comprehensive, and
the structure is tight
and well-organized.
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Academic Quality E247
mE 25%

Fails to cite sources
correctly or use
excavated texts and
related literature
properly. Arguments
are insufficient,
analysis is brief,
some statements
lack literature
support, and Al
hallucinations or
factual errors are
present.
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Cites sources
appropriately and
uses excavated texts
and related literature
effectively.
Arguments are well-
supported, analysis
is reasonable,
statements are
supported by
relevant literature,
contentis reliable,
and there are no
major factual errors.
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Cites sources
accurately according
to academic
standards and
demonstrates
proficient use of
excavated texts and
related literature.
Arguments are
strong, analysis is
thorough, research
methods are applied
appropriately,
statements are well
backed by literature,
and contentis
accurate.
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Task allocation and
coordination among
team members are
poor, with awkward
transitions between
sections.
Participation is
uneven across team
members.

HEZEND T RE
EARIEAE, BEHH
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Collaboration 51E 25%

Task allocation is
clear, team
coordination is good,
and transitions
between sections are
natural. All members
contribute actively.
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Task allocation is
clear and logical,
team coordination is
seamless, and
sections are
coherent and tightly
integrated. All
members
demonstrate
excellent teamwork.
HED TEMEE,
BERR, &
2EB. EREE.
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Notes:

1.

Since the course has been approved for instruction in Putonghua (Mandarin),
presentation can be delivered in Putonghua, Cantonese, or English.
For the convenience of the Q&A section, please send your group presentation materials at least

the group

If you cannot register for the group presentation before the deadline, the instructor will randomly

To ensure fairness, groups that actively choose earlier presentation dates (Week 3 and Week 4) will

With the unanimous agreement of group members, not everyone is required to stand on stage for
the final presentation. Members can also contribute by preparing materials, creating slides, and

To avoid disputes, any changes to the presentation time or group members must be communicated
by email to the instructor or TA. In particular, if you have concerns about the workload of your group

members, please also contact us by email rather than telling us directly in class.

If you need to confirm whether a topic is suitable for presentation, please consult the instructor or

2.

two days in advance to the instructor via email.
3.

assign you to a group and give you a time slot.
4,

receive bonus points, until all slots are filled.
5.

other tasks.
6.
7. You will receive your group presentation grade before the end of the semester.
8.

TA by email.
9.

Any application for special circumstances should be submitted by email with official proof
recognized by the university. Thank you.
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Examples of topics:

You can find some good examples of group presentation topics on the slides from the first class. We
encourage you to use them as inspiration to choose your own topic, and it is best if the topic can relate
to your life or your field of study.
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Written Assighment EH{E% (40%)

Each student must submit an essay by December 18, introducing a topic related to Chinese documents,
or early China that was not covered in your previous group presentation. The essay should be no more
than 5,000 characters if written in Chinese, or 2,500 words if written in English.

Please submit your assignments by email, not via Canvas. My email is hmhma@ust.hk. There is no
need to submit a hard copy.

L ER 12 F 18 AR ZFEX#X —h, 71 AFH X g2 At G5 < 28, 16T
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1B EFEIFIELEE, VIPAZH Canvas IBX . FLHIESFEZE hmhma@usthk, HEFFIEXHAIEE,

Grading criteria for the Written Assignment:

ZEFRAITFAEE

Criterion 5¥#%IEH
Academic Quality E2

Accomplished R#¥F
Able to write in any

Exemplary 5%
Fully adheres to

Developing X 1%
Uses non-academic

wmE 50%

language or format, or
violates the
university’s academic
integrity and ethics
policy, or unfairly and
inappropriately uses
Al tools, or chooses
an inappropriate/off-
focus topic.

recognized academic

format (Chicago, APA,

etc.) with basic
citations and

references.
REZOER /A SRRV AT
2ERL (@

Chicago. APA %) |

academic writing
conventions without
errors and correctly
applies methods and
perspectives related
to Chinese
documents and
archives.
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Knowledge Unable to clearly Able to describe Demonstrates

and Skills ZNzkEiH; B8R
25%

describe Chinese
documents or
archival materials, or
contains obvious
factual errors.

R BETE AR SRR
ERME, INEF
TEIRBEEEHER

Chinese documents
or archival materials
and analyze them
using methods
introduced in the
course.

RESOHHIA RS R
ML, WIEARERT
NMBRTTEETTS
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comprehensive
understanding of
Chinese documents
and archives, and
analyzes materials
within appropriate
historical, cultural, or
institutional contexts.
RIRE X RAEE R Y
THIEMR WeeER
EMFESE. XL
FEARAS PIETT T

Innovation Al #1 1 | No original viewpoint | Shows independent Critically engages
25% REEIE EAIER L, thinking and offers with Chinese
thoughtful insights documents or
related to Chinese archival materials,
documents or offers original
archives. interpretations, and
BEFRIBIESI B df | connects the analysis
RS fE =24 — | to broaderresearch
TREENER. perspectives
introduced in the
course.
BEH RS R R
ETHAE T, '
HIRBIMRRRE, W
HEREP N B
RRABITIHE,

Notes:

1. Since this course has been approved by the University to use Chinese materials, the Written
Assignment could be written in either Chinese (Traditional Chinese only) or English. The language
used will not affect your final grade.

2. Submissions after the deadline will not be accepted.

3. Essays should not be significantly shorter than 5,000 characters for Chinese or 2,500 words for
English; otherwise, points will be deducted. Footnotes and references are not counted in the word
limit.

4. According to the university’s guidelines on generative Al use, you may use generative Al in this

assignment, but only for the purpose of stimulating creativity. Any use of generative Al must be



clearly marked or explained, including which Al tool was used and which parts of the writing were
assisted by the Al tool.

https://cei.hkust.edu.hk/en-
hk/system/files?file=hkust_policy_principles_for_genai_for_tl_student_version.pdf&check_logged

in=1

5. Forfairness, inaccordance with university requirements, you must maintain academic integrity and
comply with the university’s Academic Honor Code. Violations will be handled by the Academic
Registry.
https://registry.hkust.edu.hk/resource-library/academic-honor-code-and-academic-integrity

6. If you are not sure about your final essay topic, you may schedule an office hour or contact the
instructor or TA by email.

EERFEE

1. ARECEBARBHMAFAPX, EMEEEXTERTX RERBIX, ERARARENEE
BEAHAXE, REBESBERR) EXER. TRES AR ERENE.

2. BREXEBARTEW.

3. EEF¥BIEREEE 5000 F (F3X) 525007 (&X) , BIETEESHINS, HERSER
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4. WRIBREBAAEMIATEREANIES], BETRAEEPEREMRATLER, EERME
BRIBZAE. RERRATIERER, WREEIH, SEMERN Al TERH Al 135
BENELRA.
https://cei.hkust.edu.hk/en-
hk/system/files?file=hkust_policy_principles_for_genai_for_tl_student_version.pdf&check_logged_in
=1

5. RERAY, BLEABTENHERARBENLEBRBAE. ERBLSHEHREREE
https://registry.hkust.edu.hk/resource-library/academic-honor-code-and-academic-integrity

6. MEETMEXEEEERM, UEARARE, SIUBTEHTAMERREZMNBEESR.

Examples of topics:

You can find some good examples of final essay topics on the slides from the first class. We encourage
you to use them as inspiration to choose your own topic, and it is best if the topic can relate to your life

or your field of study.
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Attendance H &) (25%)

Your participation in class is very important, and we encourage you to take part in every class.

BHFETHSHFEER, BIIREERESMEG T,
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https://registry.hkust.edu.hk/resource-library/academic-honor-code-and-academic-integrity
https://cei.hkust.edu.hk/en-hk/system/files?file=hkust_policy_principles_for_genai_for_tl_student_version.pdf&check_logged_in=1
https://cei.hkust.edu.hk/en-hk/system/files?file=hkust_policy_principles_for_genai_for_tl_student_version.pdf&check_logged_in=1
https://cei.hkust.edu.hk/en-hk/system/files?file=hkust_policy_principles_for_genai_for_tl_student_version.pdf&check_logged_in=1
https://registry.hkust.edu.hk/resource-library/academic-honor-code-and-academic-integrity

Attendance:

1. You need to attend every class marked as Lecture (please check the Course Outline and Schedule
section in the syllabus). Your attendance will only be counted if you sign the attendance sheet. If
you stayed for more than 80% of the class but forgot to sign, please register with the instructor or
TA after class.

2. Missing one Lecture will result in a 6% deduction from your Attendance grade.

3. During the Add & Drop week, we will not take attendance.

HE

1. BEFUREERABERZRE (F2EREXMERAERHRY) . LBNUEBRIRAE.
N EREE/\RESTED, FERESNRREMIBE.

2. BRIE—REEERRAS EEUH BRUARNER 6%,

3. FEIREBEIE, AMEHELCER.

Class participation:

1. We encourage participation in class. Before asking a question or making a comment, please state
your name and student number so the TA can record it. Any comments without nhame and student
number will not be recorded.

2. Offensive or inappropriate comments in class may affect your grade.
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1. BfSEBREFB2HRE. RENESH, FERIARRER, NENHTR REHLSR
KBSz EMAMELER.
2. RREFBRBILITBESH, IRFEHEHNE.

Leave of absence:

1. According to university policy, any leave request must be supported by official documents, such as
a medical certificate from a hospital or proof of attending an event or academic conference. Please
send these documents by email to the instructor or TA. Showing the documents during class or
office hours will not be valid.

2. If your leave affects your group presentation, it will also affect your own group presentation grade.

3. All leave requests must be submitted before you are absent. According to university policy, we
cannot accept leave requests after you are already absent.

GBEIR

1. RIBARBER, EIFRBAFRNERERE fIMBhEHAEFERAENLFEER. ERERn
. YRR BB IRREMBIHE, KRELFEBAERR BB,
MEFREENERT, BEEZMENNERTHEA.
PR R ARBRATTRR.

Office Hours :



1. To be fair to everyone, communication with the instructor or TA outside of class, such as meeting in
Starbucks or during booked office hours, will not affect your grade.
2. However, we still welcome your questions at any time and will do our best to support your success.

FESERFE.

1. BEERAY, REMNUKRZOIGBNER MALENE.
2. A, BAMDEGARERHER, WMAERNIREE,

Bonus Points %85MN43 (Up to 2 points)

1. To encourage comments or questions after group presentation, each participation recognized by
the instructor or TA will earn 1 Bonus Point.

2. Each student can earn a maximum of 2 Bonus Points. After that, participation will still be recorded
but will not receive any points.

3. Students assigned to give a group presentation or peer review in the tutorial cannot earn Bonus
Points for their assignment.

4. Bonus Points will be added to the final grade and included in the conversion to the final letter grade.

HEBBE A NERT RS, SRXERREMSBE TN HEERS 1 BRI
BRBE RS UER 2 BENMID . BHEEIMID LRENS BTSRRI, 1E7Fﬁ§%ﬂﬂéj\o
%}i?aiﬁé%%%%Lﬁ/J\%HETﬁklﬁ THENEE, TERHEEXMEREIMID .
BIMIDREETANRAE AR, TANRENAERTE.
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Support and Assistance XIZELiFE)

e |fyou need any help, please contact the instructor or TA by email. We apologize that due to a busy
schedule, the instructor or TA cannot guarantee an immediate reply to every email, but they will do
their best to respond to each of your reasonable requests.

e To avoid your email being marked as spam, your email should at least include your name, your
division/department, and the course you are enrolled in (HUMA 1411).

e Students with disabilities or special needs are encouraged to contact the instructor or TAto arrange
appropriate accommodation.

o WMHEMEHEN, FHIUEE “ﬁ%ﬁ‘aﬁ%&ﬂiﬁiﬂﬂ%{ EBREREIT, SRR MBI s A RE
RIEZESHEE, BRMNTRIERETMEES

o ABREHWRLI AWIREY RERIVEZIHELEURZ. FBRRARREEZRRE (HUMA
1411)

o WMEHKRTE, BHEGREMEME, WEELEE R

Communication and Feedback B4 Bi %

Assessment marks for individual assessed tasks will be communicated via email within two weeks of
submission.



EERERRIEXEMERN, CHEHBHEL,

Course Al Policy A T49RE{FE FHIBE

* Please refer to the Written Assignment section.

*ESHEEIERID

Course Outline and Schedule :REFE A &H & IFE R

*The course schedule may be adjusted according to actual needs. The following academic books are
provided as reference materials for this course and are not required reading.

* FREERT 7¢O BE & ] B IR 1 7. WX TSV 9B HH & B LRI NI B EX S, FAETIFE

Week 1 4 Sep (Lecture)

How Excavations Change Our Understanding of Early China?

H 1 ey S seA 2 4P 2 5 4 o BB A R ek

o BREZ (XAEW: Fm. CEFF B2XE) BEHXAMR) , FEMEHBL R,
2017,

Week2 11 Sep (Lecture)

The Shang Dynasty and Oracle Bone Inscriptions

BREREX

o EEIM (BRIMNFFPMEELNEEE) . (BRIMFPMREQRETER)  (BEEK)
mEERF, 1959, H 409-450,

Week 3 18 Sep (Lecture)

The Zhou Dynasty and Bronze Inscriptions
ARESX
o FEY (&XHARAXMEE)  BEKRKBHARIE, 2023,

Week 4 25 Sep (Lecture)
WRIERE 1

Week5 2 Oct(Lecture)

Excavated Documents and Literature: The Anhui University Bamboo Slips of The Book of
Songs

H OB : =R ()

o HIE (EBFEXMEFEERREE)  TEEF, 2021,



Week 6 9 Oct(Lecture)

Excavated Documents and Philosophy: The Guodian Bamboo Slips and the Zisi-Mencius
School

RS : MIEGHRIEZER

o EE(MEMBHRIZEZIR) , FEARKZEL R, 2008,
Week7 16 Oct (Lecture)

YAl ERE 2

Week 8 23 Oct (Lecture)

Excavated Documents and History: The Tsinghua Bamboo Slips Xinian
HEXREELE: FEG (RE)
o Rtk (BFER (RE) W (MEBLE) LLEMR) . 7AER. 2015,

Week 9 30 Oct (Lecture)

Excavated Documents from the Medieval China: Dunhuang Studies
AR £ 30Rk: BeE

o ZIABRRELMR—ERFRIVERELER) , LEHFELRI, 1996,
o HHUT (FEET/\FE) . JERKEBU AR, 2007,

Week 10 6 Nov (Lecture)
YRIERE 3

Week 11 13 Nov (Lecture)

How to Write Academic Paper on Excavated Documents and Early China?

MRS M - SRR S R A P Bl AR

Week 12 20 Nov (Tutorial)

Final Presentation

HR&EE

Week 13 27 Nov (Tutorial)

Digital Philology Workshop
S SURRER T 164



