Fall 2026

HUMAS270 Cantonese Linguistics [Pu] [C]
[3-0-0:3]

Instructor: Yuk Man Carine YIU

Email: yyiu@ust.hk

Office: Rm. 3339, Academic Building (Lift 3)

Office hours: Tue: 16:00-18:00 & Thur: 9:30-10:30

Course description

Since the 1990s, much attention has been drawn to the study of Cantonese materials
compiled in the 19" and the early 20" centuries. These materials include pedagogical
materials, Bible translations, Chinese classics, literary work and local newspapers. The
studies of these historical materials cover various aspects, including sounds, vocabulary
and grammar. Noticeable differences have been observed by these studies between the
Cantonese language spoken two centuries ago and that in the present day. This course
aims to explore the unknown facts of Cantonese spoken two centuries ago and examine
the development of a number of distinct linguistic characteristics of Cantonese by
scrutinizing the historical materials published since the 19" century. Each one/group is
responsible for studying the linguistic characteristics in a historical text and for
presenting the findings in class. [Depending on the students’ linguistic background,

historical materials in other dialects may also be studied.]

Intended learning outcomes (ILOs)

®  Acquire the basic concepts and skills in conducting linguistic research

®  Analyze the structure of the Cantonese language, and by extension other languages
and Chinese dialects, with the learnt skills and analytic tools

® Articulate the major linguistic changes undergone by Cantonese since the 19™

century

Mapping of course ILOs to assessment tasks

Assessed task Mapped ILOs Explanation
Presentations and | ILO.1, 2 and 3 Students are required to
participation examine the designated

linguistic topics in their
assigned historical texts
and report the findings in
class. The in-class reports

evaluate students’

understanding  of  the
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lecture content.

Term paper

ILO1,2and3

The term paper evaluates
students’ understanding of
the lecture content and
provides them an

opportunity to conduct

independent research.

Assessment and grading

Students will be assessed using criterion-referencing and grades will not be assigned

using a curve.
Planned assessment tasks
1. Presentations and participation:

2. Term paper:

Final grade descriptors

50%
50%

Grades Short description

Elaboration on subject grading

description

A Excellent performance

Demonstrates a comprehensive and|
precise understanding of the subject
matter. Shows the ability to describe and
analyze data with the basic concepts

discussed and beyond, without fault

B Good performance

Displays a solid and accurate
understanding of the subject matter.
Shows the ability to describe and analyze
data with the basic concepts discussed

with a high degree of accuracy.

C Satisfactory performance

Has a good grasp of the subject matter.
Exhibits the ability to describe and
analyze data with the basic concepts

satisfactorily.

D Marginal pass

Shows a basic understanding of the
subject matter and the ability to describe
and analyze data with the basic concepts

albeit with occasional mistakes.

F Fail

Demonstrates insufficient understanding




of the subject matter and the lack of
ability to describe and analyze data with

the basic concepts.

Course Al policy
Generative Al is not to be used to draft, write or generate any portion of your in-class
presentations and term paper. Any violation will result in a zero mark for the related

assignment.

Communication and feedback

Marks and feedback will be made available within two weeks of submission.

Academic integrity

Students are expected to adhere to the university’s academic integrity policy. Students
are expected to uphold HKUST’s Academic Honor Code and to maintain the highest
standards of academic integrity. The University has zero tolerance of academic

misconduct. Please refer to Academic Integrity | HKUST — Academic Registry for the

University’s definition of plagiarism and ways to avoid cheating and plagiarism.
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