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Yuk-man Carine YIU

A survey of the recent development in the study of grammar in Cantonese, highlighting
the grammatical features that are unique to Cantonese by comparing them with those in
other Chinese dialects and how these grammatical features are of interest to the study of
language in general.

Course description

This course provides a survey of the recent development in the study of grammar in
Cantonese. Basic concepts and ideas of a number of syntactic theories are introduced.
A comparative approach will be adopted in order to: (1) highlight the grammatical
characteristics of Cantonese, (2) show how efforts have been made to account for the
similarities and differences exhibited among Chinese dialects and languages, and (3)
illustrate how the phenomena examined are of interest to linguists.

Intended learning outcomes

® Appreciate the characteristics of the Cantonese language from a linguistic
perspective

® Acquire knowledge of contemporary linguistic concepts and theories

® Examine a linguistic phenomenon from different perspectives critically

Assessment

Attendance, presentation and participation (1-2 class presentations): 40%
Term paper: 60%
Office hours

Mon: 12:00pm — 2:00pm
Thur: 10:30am — 11:30am

Tentative schedule

Week | Date Topics
1 Sept 5 Introduction
2 Sept 12 Holiday: The second day following
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the Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival
3 Sept 19 Word Class
4 Sept 26 Noun Phrase: Classifier
5 Oct 3 Verb Phrase I: Aspect
6 Oct 10 Verb Phrase Il: Verbal particles
7 Oct 17 Sentence I: Bei-Sentences
8 Oct 24 Sentence I1: Disposal construction
9 Oct 31 Sentence I1I: Interrogative
10 Nov 7 Sentence IV: Sentence-final
particles
11 Nov 14 Sentence V: Sentence-final particles
12 Nov 21 Typology
13 Nov 28 Theoretical Issue
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