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HUMAZ2840: Buddhism and the Chinese Intellectual Tradition
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Lecturer: Professor Simon WONG
Tel. no.: 2358-7772 (0); E-mail: hmmhwong@ust.hk
Office hours: Monday 3:00-4:30 pm; Friday 10:30 am-12:00 pm (Room 3354)

Teaching Assistant:
CHEUNG, Man Chung; E-mail: mccheungaf@connect.ust.hk
Office hours: Tuesday 10:00-11:00 am (Room 3001-3003)

Course Description:

Buddhism as an Indian religion encountered with the Chinese intellectual tradition,
the outcome of which was the establishment of the main schools of Buddhism in
China. This course will introduce the basic ideas of Buddhism, the main schools of
Buddhism in China and their historical development. Some representative work will
be selected and discussed.

Intended Learning Outcomes

On completion of the course, students will: 1. acquire basic technique of writing an
academic report; 2. be able to identify, remember and explain key concepts of the
spirit, development and basic doctrines of Buddhism as well as the main schools of
Chinese Buddhism; 3. be able to compare and contrast different theories in Chinese
Buddhism and evaluate the significance of these theories; 4. be able to evaluate and
apply the Chinese Buddhist philosophy they have learnt to reflect upon different
aspects of their lives and behaviour.

Tentative Schedule of Lectures:
Weeks 1-2 Introduction
The life of the Buddha
The basic teachings of the Buddha
The development of Buddhism in India
3-4 Buddhism in China
Early development
The seven schools on “emptiness”
Seng-chao and his writings
5-12 The Schools of Buddhism in China
The Three Treatise School
The Consciousness-Only School
The T’ien-t’ai School
The Hua-yen School
The Ch’an School
The Pure Land School
The Tantric School
The Disciplinary School
13 Buddhism after the T’ang Dynasty
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Course Evaluation:
Essay 45%; an essay about 2,500 words in length is due by April 29, 2022
Late essay will be penalized.
Final Examination 40%
Attendance and participation 15%
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