HUMAZ2320 Chinese Drama
Fall 2020

Course description

This class explores the development of Chinese drama from premodern to modern period. The
class will carefully read selected masterpieces together and explore critical topics including
themes and forms in dramatic literature, page and stage, gender and sexuality, and history and
trauma. The purpose of this course is to help the students develop skills for reading Chinese
drama, and to introduce recent scholarly discussions in the study of Chinese drama.

*Weekly schedule and content might be subject to change as class proceeds.

Course prerequisite:
Reading ability of classical Chinese

Course requirement:

1. Attendance and class participation (30%)

You are expected to attend lectures and tutorial presentations. You are also expected

to respond to one of the prompts for next week on Canvas site by 7 p.m. on each

Friday (the first response is due on September 11). The posting should be around 200-

250 characters, with a focus on the text/issues under discussion for the relevant week.

2. Tutorial presentation (30%)

The students should focus on one of the texts discussed in the class to prepare for

their tutorial presentation. The topic is of your own choice. The proposal should be

around 300 characters. Collaboration among group members is important.
3. Final paper (40%)

The student may choose to write a critical essay on the texts discussed in class or

make a creative adaptation of one scene in these texts. (in modern Chinese).

- The paper/project must be original. Evaluation will be based on knowledge about
literary tradition, skills at close reading, and proper usage of methodology.

- The paper/project cannot have overlaps with your tutorial presentation. If certain
overlap is inevitable, you need to seek the instructor’s approval.

- The creative option can be one of the following forms: painting, story, play script,
or movie script. After identifying the scene, you need to outline your
understanding of the original work, reason for adaptation, and your method in an
artist’s statement (about 500 characters). You need to talk to the course instructor
before deciding on your project.

- Important dates for final paper/ project can be found in weekly schedule. The
proposal should be around 300 characters.

e Late submissions will be downgraded. For instance, A to A- if one hour late; A to B+
if two hours late.

Readings
Required and suggested readings are put on reserve in the library or accessible on Canvas. This
course includes lectures and students’ presentations.



Knowledge/Content Related:

ILO 1 — Describe the evolution of Chinese drama in the aspects of social change, ethical value
and aesthetic characteristics.

Academic Skills/Competencies:

ILO 2 — Apply major concepts learned in the class to critically analyze Chinese dramatic texts as
well as performance.

Other Learning Outcomes:

ILO 3 — Report on textual and performative interpretation in both oral and written forms.

ILO 4 — Have opportunity to develop ability of communication and cooperation in team works.
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