Final Syllabus
HUMAG002R: Contracts and Order in Chinese Local Society, 600~1911 AD
(B 5 SR SO BLRR Y, 600~1911)

Instructor : Professor Christian Daniels, Room 3345, e-mail: cdani@ust.hk
Phone Extension: 8908, Office Hours: Thu (15:00-16:00) and by appointment

Course Description:

This course explores the role played by contracts and agreements in maintaining
order in local society in pre-modern China, with an emphasis on demonstrating
their value as sources for historical analysis. Main themes include use of
contracts in daily life, categorization of contracts, functions of oral agreements
and written contracts, settlement of disputes by customary law and civil litigation,
power of local elites and the hierarchical background supporting contractual
relations. Contracts and documents concern multi-ethnic areas in Southwest
China, and students must possess the ability to read them in the original.
Discussions will include not only deep reading of contracts, textual and historical
analysis, but also their role as instruments of social control. This course is
designed to guide students in creatively using contracts as sources for social
history and is not a mere factual and descriptive account of Chinese contracts.

Intended Learning Outcomes:

On completion of this course, students will be able to: 1. demonstrate enhanced
critical understanding of contractual relations in pre-modern China; 2. Critically
understand the complexity of factors behind the maintenance of social order in
Pre-Modern Chinese local society; 3. creatively use written contracts and
agreements as sources for pre-modern Chinese social history.

Course Outline (with some selected readings):

Week 1. Introduction and Orientation

Week 2. Contracts Tang & period
Hansen, Negotiating Daily Life in Traditional China Chapters 2 & 3


mailto:cdani@ust.hk

Week 3. Contracts Song and Yuan #Jt periods.
Hansen, Negotiating Daily Life in Traditional China Chapters 4-8

Week 4. Typology of Contracts/ Reading Contracts

FENLAR:  (Er P BRI SCER), BUR - HRORUAM R R BRI N AR FERE S B SRR,
2011,
LR (TEIE R D BRI RERRE SR, U« KRG HEKRER L ELATSERT, 2008,

Week 5. Typology of Contracts/ Reading/ Contracts and Stone Inscriptions

Concerning the Environment

FENLAR:  (Er P BRI & SCEAR ), BUR - HORUAM B RE R BRI N R FERE S B SRR,
2011,
FESE: (PEIE R D BRI RERE SR, U - KRG HEKREREELATERT, 2008,

Mid-Course Oral Presentation

Week 6. Research using contracts as Sources: Song to Qing
Joseph P. McDermott, The Making of a New Rural Order in South China I. Village, Land, and
Lineage in Huizhou 900-1600, Cambridge University Press, 2013, pp. 39 -234

Week 7. Research using contracts as Sources: Song to Qing
Joseph P. McDermott, The Making of a New Rural Order in South China I. Village, Land, and
Lineage in Huizhou 900-1600, Cambridge University Press, 2013, pp. 235-429

Week 8 Social organisation based on contracts such as kuan X oaths and blood
covenants ¥

(HrREE) &89 <BCEH)

JA R GESMRED) Bt REE

B Gagor@®) pagsENE, Lifg, 1934 47, 4K, 89-101 H.

Settlement of disputes according to customary law: settlement by ordeal and by



appeal to gods

Takeuchi, Fusaji 4% =], “Social Customs and Dispute Settlement Among the Miao People
as Seen in Contractual Documents of Qing Period Guizhou: The Role of Divine Judgement
and Alliance Formation,” Memoirs of the Research Department of the Toyo Bunko, No.70
(2012), pp. 131~156.

Week 9. Settlement of disputes according to customary law

Sutton, Donald, “Violence and Ethnicity on a Qing Colonial Frontier: Customary and
Statutory Law in the Eighteenth-Century Miao Pale,” Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 37, No 1
(2003), pp. 41~80.

Week 10. Settlement of disputes by civil litigation/ Selection of Written Assignment
topics

Sutton, Donald, “Violence and Ethnicity on a Qing Colonial Frontier: Customary and
Statutory Law in the Eighteenth-Century Miao Pale,” Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 37, No 1
(2003), pp. 41~80.

Week 11. Social agreements (yue #J) and the local elite
Terada, Hiroaki ¥ H{%EH], “The Nature of Social Agreements (yue) in the legal Order of
Ming and Qing China” (Part One & part Two), International Journal of Asian Studies 2,2
(2005), pp.309~327 & International Journal of Asian Studies 3,1 (2006), pp.111~132.
FHEH<AGE GO ZE>HRIERE 4 (INERHOCEREARRED) mESEIBE, Ao,
2013, 387-399 T,

Week 12. Power of local elites and the hierarchical background to social agreements
(yue #9)

FEARRLE<IATERHAD S RG> AR IE TS g (NG RO A SEA ) B S5 R 0E, b o,
2013, 364-384 11,

Week 13. Term research paper and final presentation
Course Assessment:
« Participation and contribution in class (20%): to assess students’ understanding of

basic concepts and theories presented by the instructor and in the required readings

. Mid-Course Presentation (30%): students will give an oral presentation on



assigned documents; they are expected to explain and analyse their contents as
well as assess for what type of research they are suited.

. Term Research paper and Final Presentation (50%): students are expected to
consolidate knowledge learned in this course and formulate arguments about the
use of documents for historical research in their term papers. In addition to handing
in the written version students are also required to make an oral presentation of the

contents of the paper in class.

Reading List:
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Hansen, Valerie , Negotiating daily life in traditional China: how ordinary people
used contracts ,600-1400, Yale University Press, 1995.

Joseph P. McDermott, The Making of a New Rural Order in South China I.
Village, Land, and Lineage in Huizhou 900-1600, Cambridge University Press,
2013

Shigeta, Atsushi EH{E, “The Origins and Structure of Gentry Rule”, in Linda

Grove and Christian Daniels Ed, State and Society in China: Japanese
Perspectives on Ming-Qing Social and Economic History, Tokyo, University
of Tokyo Press, 1984, pp. 335~385.

Sutton, Donald, “Violence and Ethnicity on a Qing Colonial Frontier: Customary
and Statutory Law in the Eighteenth-Century Miao Pale,” Modern Asian
Studies, Vol. 37, No 1 (2003), pp. 41~80.

Takeuchi, Fusaji 7 p % #, “Social Customs and Dispute Settlement Among the

Miao People as Seen in Contractual Documents of Qing Period Guizhou:
The Role of Divine Judgement and Alliance Formation, ” Memoirs of the



Research Department of the Toyo Bunko, No.70 (2012), pp.131~156.
Terada, Hiroaki =¢ i, “The Nature of Social Agreements (yue) in the legal
Order of Ming and Qing China (Part One & part Two), International Journal
of Asian Studies2,2 (2005), pp.309~327 & International Journal of Asian
Studies3,1 (2006), pp.111~132.
Zelin, Madeleine., Jonathan Ocko and Robert Cardella, eds. Contract and
Property in Early Modern China. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2004



