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Course Description:

Chinese philosophy, consisting of Confucianism, Taoism, Mohism, Legalism,
Buddhism and other important schools of thought, is an immensely vast field of study.
Therein students will definitely be able to identify schools or philosophers of their
own interests, and through studying them, be fascinated by the elaborate systems they
had constructed and inspired by their profound wisdom displayed.

Designed as an introductory course at the graduate level, this course assumes no
preconception as to what topics have to be covered, how research should be
conducted, and which perspective must be adopted. Quite to the contrary, it aims at
encouraging students to cultivate their own interests, find their own topics, explore
different perspectives, design their own methods, test existing views, and ultimately
form their own views.

However, to ensure that a rather balanced picture of Chinese philosophy will be
delivered to them, in determining the actual schedule, students are urged to select
topics in such a way that the course will cover a scope as comprehensive as possible.
The most ideal schedule will be one that covers all the major philosophical schools
and most of the historical periods.

Apart from creativity and originality, solidity, as the cornerstone of scholarship, is
considered to be particularly important. To lay a firm foundation for understanding
Chinese philosophy, students are required to handle, and indeed tackle with, primary
sources. They, therefore, will be expected to read, both extensively and intensively,
the texts produced by, or attributed to, the schools or philosophers involved.

Though being a seminar course in which students are expected to engage actively in
presenting their research findings, to provide them with necessary guidance, the
course will be carefully led by the instructor, who himself will also take part in the
presentations throughout the course.



Intended Learning Outcomes:

After taking the course, students will be able to:

1.

Analyze Chinese philosophy, discovering how Chinese philosophers make sense
of the universe in which they live, how they position themselves both as
individuals and as members of the society, and what ideals are they committed to,
on both personal and societal levels.

Investigate into both the primary and secondary sources fundamental to the study
of Chinese philosophy.

Present their points of view and comment on those of others in front of an
audience in a professional manner.

Think critically when conducting their research on the subjects they choose and
write effectively when delivering their findings.

Evaluate and apply the philosophies they have learnt to reflect upon their own
lives and behavior.

Schedule of Lectures and Seminars:

Weeks | Dates Topics Required reading
1 Sept 11 Introduction (HTEEFG ) Chap. 1-3
2 Sept 18 | Confucius, Mo-tzu & Yang Chu | (#2) Vol. 1, Chap. 4,5, 7
3 Sept 25 Lao Tzu & Chuang Tzu (#E) Vol. 1, Chap. 8, 10
5 Oct9 Mencius, Hsun Tzu & Han Fei | (#T2+5) Vol. 1, Chap. 6, 12-13
6 Oct 16 Presentations
7 | oct23 Wang'“:fgffdf)mﬁsiang (#7E251) Vol. 2, Chap. 5-6
8 Oct 30 Presentations
9 Nov 6 Buddhism from India to China | (#T2+5) Vol. 2, Chap. 7
10 Nov 13 Buddhism in the T’ang (FTE ) Vol. 2, Chap. 8-9
11 Nov 20 Presentations
12 Nov 27 Neo-Confucianism & Chu His FrEd1) Vol. 2, Chap. 13-14
13 Dec 4 Presentations

As for the presentations, students may choose from the following list of eminent
philosophers:

1. The Spring and Autumn period and the Warring States periods:

Confucius (551-479 BCE), Mo Tzu (fl. 479-438 BCE), Lao Tzu (Confucius’ visit in
518 BCE), Chuang Tzu (bet. 399-295 BCE), Mencius (371-289 BCE?), Hsun Tzu (fl.
298-238 BCE), Tsou Yen (305-240 BCE?), and Han Fei Tzu (d. 233 BCE).

2. The Han and T ang Periods:
Huai-nan Tzu (d. 122 BCE), Tung Chung-shu (c.179- ¢.104 BCE), Wang Pi (226-
249), Kuo Hsiang (d. 312), Seng-chao (384-414), Chi-tsang (549-623), Hsuan-tsang

(596-664), Fa-tsang (643-712), and Hui-neng (638-713).

3. The Sung and Ming periods:
Chou Tun-i (1017-1073), Chang Tsai (1020-1077), Ch’eng Hao (1032-1085), Ch’eng
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| (1033-1107), Chu Hsi (1130-1200), Lu Hsiang-shan (1139-1193), Wang Yang-ming
(1472-1529), and Wang Fu-chih (1619-1693).

Grading Scheme:

1. Attendance (10%):

® Attendance will be taken every week right after the add-drop period. Marks
will be deducted from absentees providing no reasonable excuse.

® To take leave, students must send apologies to the instructor in advance unless
impossible, while producing such necessary document as medical certificate or
invitation letter to conference or interview, afterwards.

2. Classroom performance (15%):

® While students should always be enthusiastic towards the subject matters of
the course, those participating actively in classroom discussions will be given
marks.

3. One presentation (25%):

® Presenters are advised to start preparing for their presentations at least four
weeks in advance. Their ppts are required to be uploaded to the CANVAS
the Tuesdays preceding the presentations. Late submission of the ppts will
result in deduction of marks with 4% per day.

® Through presentations, students should demonstrate not only a clear
understanding of the subject matters involved, but also a good mastery of the
related primary and secondary sources.

@ Students should also be able to pinpoint some of the most important questions
that are related to their presentations for further discussion.

® Depending on the time available, each presentation (including discussion)
should last approximately for 20 to 30 minutes.

4. One final paper of 5000 words (50%):

@ Students have to submit a final paper approaching the end of the semester.

® The essay will be 5000 words in length. The exact number of words has to
be clearly stated at the end of the essay. Marks will be deducted from essay
either longer or shorter, which is 5% per 100 words.

@® Students are recommended to write on the subjects of their presentations, but
they may also write on other topics, to be chosen on consultation with their
professor.

® Students should spell out clearly at the very beginning of their papers the
specific subjects they intend to address and then review some of the most
important scholarly works on the subjects, before putting forward their own
views and arguing for them.

® The essay is to be neatly typed. Hand-written one will not be accepted.

® To write a good essay, students are highly recommended to consult other
relevant materials, especially those on the “Suggested Readings”.

® Papers are due three weeks after the semester ends, that is, on or before
December 18. A penalty of 5% per day will be applied to late submission
without sufficient reason.

Creation of a Good Learning Experience:

The professor is determined to make this course a rewarding and fruitful learning
experience for students enrolling in it. Arriving late, chatting to friends after class
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has already started, and using electronic devices for other purposes are indeed
discourteous to the professor and inconsiderate and disruptive for your classmates
who are there to learn. Your very kind cooperation will, therefore, be greatly
appreciated.

For more details, you may consult the following ppt prepared by the Undergraduate
Studies Administration of the Academic Registry:
http://tl.ust.hk/conduct/good_learning_experience.pps.

Academic Integrity:

The whole University is very serious about upholding academic integrity. Students
are required to comply with the Academic Honor Code adopted by the Senate, which
is as follows:

1. Honesty and integrity are central to the academic work of HKUST. Students of
the University must observe and uphold the highest standards of academic
integrity and honesty in all the work they do throughout their program of study.

2. As members of the University community, you have the responsibility to help
maintain the academic reputation of HKUST in its academic endeavors.

3. Sanctions will be imposed on students, if they are found to have violated the
regulations governing academic integrity and honesty.

For regulations that help you understand and avoid academic dishonesty, please visit
http://tl.ust.hk/integrity.

Basic Readings:

1 RS  BE=F > (PEEERGE) (& =BES (&8 /RS
&) > 2005FEHIR) -

2. Sk (PEEES) o WETALE - T (230 2EEBHEE
LOAAEIEETHIRN © 1993 ET 2= —hi) -

3. Chan, Wing-tsit, trans. & comp. A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy. New
Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1963. #5{EE &% > (P ETTE B E

) o w2t (2L BEREHAE - 1993-2000) -
Suggested Readings:

I. Anthologies of Primary Sources:

1 BERREEEE - (FETHEA) > 28% (diH @ T1¥EFF - 19544451
R > 9358 ) -

2. Rt EREEE RS P A o (TEIE S AR EEE)
265141 (Ibx : TEEESE > 1960-90) -

3. HEIRIEBTTERHITAT PRI 2 A ~ AL KRBT AT EE R L H =
G0 (PEIFEREESCE) > 27 (Ao - fEEEE > 1963) -

4. B (PREIEESRSEFERE) > 2365 (I 1 FEREHR
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> 2004) -

. Biographical Series:

TEMESR > (TREFEREER) - ik (210 2EEBEHEE -
1999) - 4 25{ft -

EEHESR > (TREERFERS) (B B AREH AR - 1990-
2006 ) - 4205 -

WED - BReELES  (HRAEExREE) - (2l  RRESEAE
1986-) -

I11. Histories of Chinese Philosophy or Chinese Thought:

Individual Works: (on reserve)

= (TEEENRE) (616 24FF > 19714) -

EER - (TEEEER) - 2 6 M (B4 @ Froobfi7ehr » 1976 FE5TH
FIRC ©

= (TEEETE) (66 24FF 0 1983) -

ROt CGirdmhEETEEse) - 24t (216 =K - 199284577 -
IR (REEARSE) - 23 (B B BRER L » 2009) -

Collective Works:

TRERT ~ SRS T 45 - (PEITEEEGE) - %6 - o WOE - KRB -
HRE M BRI @8t (&1L 2 K- 1976-78) -

FEINE RS - R - WEERH - R3S 0 (PEUEAEESE) 0 (—) %
=6 (D) JBEE - (=) #egmltaEESs - (M) Xos -~ (1) W
K&~ ON) BFE (&L 0% 2 1993F) -

RS T 4w (PEIEBESRS) - 26GEMM (HEfk : EFERT#ERE ik
> 2007) -

Bo Mou, ed. History of Chinese Philosophy. London and New York:
Routledge, 2009.

IV. Selected Primary and Secondary Sources:

A

1.
2.
3.

4.
S.

Confucianism:

KE (WESEE) (ZI6: a8fiESER 0 1981) -

2 (HEER) (5dh: 24FF > 1990) [PL2463.26 C52 1990]

Liu, Shu-hsien. Understanding Confucian Philosophy: Classical and Sung-
Ming. CT: Greenwood Press, 1998.

sk > (SemMER) (2L Sl > 1993) -

TR o (a2~ 3 f8E)  (Bdb : SCEHRR 0 1996) - [B126.F327
1996]

Blfngt > (RRBHRFERZERLER © Gasg) ~ (&T) ~ (&
) EEES ) (L& BEEECGE > 2002) -

L (flaaEs) (216 245/ 0 1990) -

2 (fLrE) (&=L "RREFEAE - 1987) -
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http://ustlib.ust.hk/search/cB126+.F327+1996/cb+++126+f327+1996/-2,-1,,E/browse
http://ustlib.ust.hk/search/cB126+.F327+1996/cb+++126+f327+1996/-2,-1,,E/browse

9. ZFE=> (LEEHMRE) o 23 (2L E > 19694FEEW) -

10. 818 > (KTHE%E) > 25t (2L =R > 1989 =kk) -

11 psedE - CORTFExR) (ZJ0: 24> 1988) -

12. sk > (ORETEMSE) (ZJ0 0 30# 0 1990) -

13. 7R = (feEERFERER L) (=40 24 > 1993k ) -

14. PsetE - (EIBHEEGETSERY) (=10 824 > 1988FEBEETHM) -

15. 5% ~ 8807 ~ F=oF ~ WErELRAC 0 (ESARE) - 22 (F BEh
£ 51992) -

B. Taoism:

1 FiF - =iRirEsE - (1) (210 bkt > HREHAREE) -

2. =S (BEFEFRIE) (I EFEE > 1996) -

3. (EBETFESCERE) > WAFPIHHEYES (FUEREEME) (JEx - XY
R > 1998) -

4. FREEEEE - FEAER - GETFER) (b h#EEfE > 1985) » £4
.

5. ik (GEFE) - WA (WE2FE) (EHELKREE) > 551058
it » H1-303 -

6. FIOTEEEE - JiEERR GETFSE) - 2R - JiEERR GEFE8N
fRfiE) (=240 Sg# - 1988) -

7. BIEL (CBET) (BB W 1997) o

8. IRiELHI - (FEHET) (ZIb:HKEZFH1992) -

9. SO (k) (ZIL: FEKREZE - 19924FE /AR ) -

10. g812 - (GiEEaEdr) (=ZJb: BEAEE > 1991) -

11 FHE - (REFxRExRTE) (=40 220 > 19854 Fhk ) » H167-
282 -

12. 25 = (A MEZH) (FF - AL 1970FHk) -

C. Buddhism:

1 THEfR - ONHESKZEE) (240 ¥rodd o 19874k -

2. EERNART > (OSHHESGESE) (F8 © 2EFEIEF > 1991) -

3. 5= (fMEfEE) o B~ (ZdE B4 > 1997&5THR6HRI) ©

V. Useful Databases:

1. hERFEEE T{EETE] http://ctext.org/zh

2. LT ASCHRNE S S 52T (1950-1993)

3. PEIEATIRSCEIERE- SR T - BHEET GRS » BUAEBEAE K
KORmEIET (1994-)

4. EEHATER SRS [ &% (1970-)

5. FHABEPTHAFERSCES| (1990-)

6. Bibliography of Asian Studies (1971-)



